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Churches’ Refugee Network – the Annual Meeting Report for 2026

Background
The Churches’ Refugee Network (CRN) encourages churches in Britain and Ireland to maintain a focus on, and respond to, the latest developments and activities linked to immigration, asylum and refugee issues in a British and Irish context. 

[bookmark: _Hlk153452351]October 2026 meeting 
The Annual Meeting took place on 15 October 2026 from 2pm to 4pm via Zoom. 

Richard Reddie, the CRN’s coordinator, read the report highlighting the CRN’s work over the previous year. 

Revd Dr Inderjit Bhogal spoke about the revised edition of ‘Hospitality and Sanctuary for All’ book, and then discussed both the City of Sanctuary and the Church of Sanctuary programmes. Bishop Rose officially launched ‘Hospitality and Sanctuary for All’ at the meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk209772335]Dr Torsten Moritz, head of the Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME), provided an update on the churches in Europe and their work on asylum and immigration matters. He mentioned the current situation in Europe regarding immigration and asylum. He also spoke about a CCME visit to Britain in November 2025, and its aims and objectives. 

The CRN heard from colleagues in the four nations, and updates were received from Scotland, Ireland and Wales. 

Advent 2025
The CRN and the Church of Scotland created Advent-related resources that provided a Christian response to the tensions, racism and religious antagonism related to asylum and refugee matters. The resource was the brainchild of CRN’s chair, Bishop Rose. The resource included video messages from church leaders from across the four nations that encouraged unity, cohesion and reconciliation. 

January meeting 
The CRN’s first meeting of the year took place on 28 January 2026 from 14:00 – 16:00 via Zoom and explored the theme of ‘Community Sponsorship and Church Engagement’.

Among other issues, we heard from Ben Still, Refugee Response Manager for the Salvation Army UK & Ireland Territory, and Domenica Pecoraro, National Community Sponsorship Representative for the Church of England, who spoke about the Community Sponsorship programme in a British context, and the ways in which churches can engage with this initiative. We also heard from the Irish Red Cross who provided information about Community Sponsorship within an Irish context. 

Later in the meeting, we heard from Dr Torsten Moritz, General Secretary of the Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME), who provided an update from the CCME conference on 27 January 2026, which explored the European churches’ responses to the extreme right-wing.

We then heard from Ellie Malhotra, about Church Action on Poverty’s ‘Your Local Pantry’ initiative, and its work among communities that are struggling, financially or socially. 

Refugee Week
Richard Reddie met with CounterPoint Arts’, Lara Defense, in March 2026 to discuss this years’ Refugee Week in June. They discussed how churches could get more involved in this important arts-based event. It was agreed that Lara would speak about Refugee Week at the next CRN gathering in April 2026. 

April meeting 
The CRN’s next meeting took place on 28 April 2026 from 14:00 to 16:00 via Zoom. This meeting focused on, among other matters, Refugee Week, which took place from 15-21 June 2026.

Lara Deffense from CounterPoint Arts, who coordinate the work for Refugee Week in Britain, spoke about this year’s theme and how churches can engage with this important annual event. We also heard from Wendy Muperi from the Irish Refugee Council who spoke about how Refugee Week Ireland would be marked.

The CRN then heard from Jonathan Ellis, Project Director for the Detention Forum, who updated the network on Immigration Detention, and the Detention Forum’s work towards a faith perspective on this matter. 

The CRN also heard from Esther Moodie who spoke about Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees’ work in Scotland, and updated the network on events in Scotland. We heard from Revd Bonnie Evans-Hills, a priest in the Scottish Episcopal Church, and a member of CRN’s steering group; Revd Eileen Cremin, who is also part of the CRN’s Steering Group, and a minister within the Church of Ireland, and spoke about immigration, asylum and racial justice matters in Ireland. Finally, we heard from Nicola Evans who is a Director of Housing Justice Wales, and a member of the CRN Steering Group. 

CRN and Church of Sanctuary conference
The CRN has been working with colleagues from the Church of Sanctuary and CTBI to host a joint conference in Belfast, Northern Ireland in April 2027.  

Thanks
Finally, the CRN would like to thank Romina Infantino for her hard work in relation to the CRN, and Bishop Rose Hudson-Wilkin for chairing the network.  
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