Are We Ready 

Notes from LGBTQ+ Welcome Talk, as delivered by Will Willmott on 11/03/26 

Hi, my name is Will and I use the pronouns He/Him
I have been asked to give you a short LGBTQ talk, and include the topic of welcome
Our world is ever changing and adapting,
Within our world LGBTQ people are here.
We have always been here, the worlds and language used to describe us might have changed, just as all society language and understanding changes
We are all human, and as such we are all diverse and different

Let’s look at young people and young adults
We can look at stats on the number of LGBTQ people, these will show the younger generations have higher % of LGBTQ people
The stats are the number of people that are happy to self-disclose 
But it’s not really that simple
I feel that global communication has helped people find out who they are more easily, and people have access to language that helps them express that 
I would like you all to think back to when you were at school, did you know someone who was out as LGBTQ?
(some nods)
For me there was one person who everyone thought was gay, but he never said 
For most young people I speak to, they know many LGBTQ people, at school college or work. Some of these people are often in their friendship groups
The LGBTQ community is real people they can/could name

Our churches and denominations send so many different messages out about LGBTQ people
These messages range from exorcism and conversion therapy to ordination, acceptance and same sex marriage. As well as a vast gap in the middle, with things often being in the unsaid, unspoken, not to be talked about
What does this send out to young people whose friends / family / themselves might be part of the LGBTQ community

Today I can tell you I’m a Queer person on faith, that’s not always easy for me to say in Christian spaces, as sometimes I don’t know if that means some of you wont now talk to me or might not like me 

We have already heard about what language we use in church, and what does that mean to people who don’t know or understand or code or the way we talk
Sometimes that language can mean that people feel excluded, not because we are trying to exclude.
Think about how we use Brothers and Sisters, we mean to say that the people in the church are like / are family. But for people whose gender is non-binary you can end up making them feel like they are not welcome or included
In the same way we often only talk about God in a masculine tense – Farther / He

Ways we can show welcoming
Are we clear about our view on the LGBTQ community?
Let’s be clear about who we are, if you include then say so, if you don’t then also just state it, let’s not trick people into thinking they are in a safe place when they are not. This can be especially true for those spaces who haven’t worked out where they stand.

Do we have anyone LGBT in our leadership team? 
Do LGBT people get to see themselves; how do we get spoken about?

Being out can be difficult
And I mean that both for LGBTQ people to be out in Christian Spaces
But also, for LGBTQ people to be out as Christian in LGBTQ space
I help run a LGBTQ space for young people, conversations of gender and sexuality are normal and accepted, but when a young person Comes Out as Christian that comes with a reaction

These notes are based on what I spoke about, but not in the exact order
There is much in my notes that I didn’t get to say, please get in touch if you would value a further conversation
There are many organisations that support LGBTQ people, and LGBTQ people of faith.
I was the Inclusion Activist for frontier youth trust (FYT) my role was to help churches think about what their inclusion looks like and what steps they can take to improve

I now work for the URC eastern synod as their Mission Practitioner (youth)
You can get in touch with me youth@URCeastern.org.uk
Thanks  Will
