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The Pilgrim Road We are in a period of significant 
anniversaries for the ecumenical 
movement on these islands. This 
year marks the eightieth anniversary of 
the foundation of the British Council of 
Churches (BCC) in 1942. The BCC would 
later be transformed, via the historic 
Swanwick Declaration of 1987, 
into the Churches Together structure 
which was made up of Churches 
Together in England (CTE), Cytûn 
– Churches Together in Wales, 
Action for Churches Together in 
Scotland (ACTS) and with Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland 
(CTBI) taking forward the British-
Irish dimension of the work of the BCC. 
The Irish Council of Churches 
(ICC) predates the BCC by two decades 
and will mark its centenary next year, 
together with the 50th anniversary of 
the Irish Inter-Church Meeting — the 
formal structure for dialogue and 
cooperation between the ICC and the 
Catholic Church.

Looking to the past and learning 
for the future in the National 

Ecumenical Instruments

https://ctbi.org.uk/swanwick-declaration/
https://cte.org.uk/
https://cte.org.uk/
https://www.cytun.co.uk/hafan/en/home/
https://www.cytun.co.uk/hafan/en/home/
http://www.acts-scotland.org/
http://www.acts-scotland.org/
https://www.irishchurches.org/
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It is a time for looking back, 
reflecting on the journey we have been 
on so far, and looking forward to apply 
that learning, conscious of how much 
work there is still to do. CTBI works 
in close partnership with the National 
Ecumenical Instruments (NEIs) and in 
this article we bring together some of 
the key questions and priority areas of 
focus from the different contexts.

Bishop Mike Royal took up the 
post of CTE General Secretary in March 
2022. He says of his appointment: “I 
have to say that there’s very little that 
could have pulled me away from the 
ministry I was engaged in, supporting 
churches in transforming lives through 
community outreach, but with my 
lifelong commitment to ecumenism this 
was an opportunity I could not pass up 
and it is a great privilege to have been 
appointed to the role.”

Mike’s parents came to the UK in 
the late 1950s as part of the Windrush 
generation. His family background 

and later professional experience 
as an urban planner has meant that 
“participation is the golden thread that 
runs through my thinking and values.” 
This focus was evident in Mike’s first 
address to the CTE Forum as General 

Secretary: “As we look around now we 
see lives blighted by isolation through 
the impact of the pandemic, the 
mental health crisis, and now a cost of 
living crisis that is pushing increasing 
numbers of people to the margins of 
our society. Churches have a lot to 
offer in responding to these challenges, 
but we also need to be mindful that 

people are weary from the prolonged 
uncertainty and struggle. Now more 
than ever it is vital to do things together 
if we are going to respond effectively to 
the current and emerging needs of our 
communities.” 

Proposing that, in this time of 
transition, we create space for reflection, 
Bishop Mike offers three questions to 
help guide that reflection:

• What do we as churches need to 
stop doing — recognising that we 
can’t do everything?

• What do we need to start doing 
— beginning with making space 
to hear what God is calling us to 
do together?

• What can we continue to do in a 
sustainable way? 

May saw the appointment of a new 
General Secretary for the Irish Council 
of Churches (ICC) and Irish Inter-
Church Meeting (IICM). Dr Damian 
Jackson had previously served for five 

Now more than ever it is vital to do 
things together if we are going to 

respond effectively to the current and 
emerging needs of our communities.



26

CHURCH & SOCIETY

years as Programme Officer working to 
develop the outreach of ICC/IICM to 
under-represented and marginalised 
groups. Reflecting on his new role he 
says: “I believe that we as churches have 
a calling to bring hope to those who are 
marginalised and healing where there 
are fractures in our society. Fulfilling 
this calling is as urgent as ever in 
Ireland at this time, with many divisive 
dynamics emerging in our society which 
threaten to awaken old animosities and 
create new ones between established 
and newer communities. Modelling an 
alternative way of being together in our 
differences is a powerful contribution 
churches can make and is what we 
seek to convey through our mission 
statement of ‘Churches in Ireland — 
Connecting in Christ’.”

Damian finds inspiration in the 
churches’ collective contributions last 
year to the challenging centenaries 
of the partition of Ireland and the 
formation of Northern Ireland. 
Preaching at the Service of Reflection 

and Hope, then Methodist President 
Rev Dr Sahr Yambasu said: “By the 
grace of Jesus, we can see and treat 
different others as people like ourselves. 
Hope for a better future must be rooted 
in that possibility.” Damian says: “My 
prayer is that we can better live out that 
vision as we come to another centenary 
next year, that of the foundation of 
the Irish Council of Churches. It will 
also be the 50th anniversary of the 
Ballymascanlon talks which led to the 
establishment of the Irish Inter-Church 
Meeting. We will be reflecting on the 
circumstances of those initiatives, 
using them as inspiration to see how 
God wants us as churches in the 21st 
century, facing different challenges, to 
bear witness to the hope that comes 
from that vision.”

Similarly, in Scotland, the 
Saint Margaret Declaration of 
Friendship between the Catholic 
Church and the Church of Scotland, 
formally announced in May of this 
year, demonstrated the powerful 

contribution churches can make by 
being intentional in sharing about 
their ecumenical journey. For Dr Leo 
Cushley, Archbishop and Metropolitan 
of St Andrews and Edinburgh, Catholic 
Church in Scotland, the St Margaret’s 
Declaration represents a conscious 
re-imagining of the path of Christian 
Unity: “We realised that, while there 
are many areas in which we differ, 
and will continue to differ greatly, 
we had become friends and that fact 
had gone relatively unnoticed. In a 
society where people are still divided 
by different experiences of the past, 
different aspirations for the future, and 
different challenges and opportunities 
in the present, we felt there could be 
a value in making a public statement 
about our friendship and the way in 
which it allows us to focus on what 
we have in common — our shared 
identity in Christ.” Reflecting on the 
response to the Declaration, Rev 
John McPake, Secretary of the 
Scottish Church Leaders’ Forum said: 

https://ctbi.org.uk/historic-agreement-between-church-of-scotland-and-catholic-church-in-scotland/
https://ctbi.org.uk/historic-agreement-between-church-of-scotland-and-catholic-church-in-scotland/
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“The reaction to the Declaration of 
Friendship, both from within and 
beyond the participating churches, has 
been really encouraging. This is also 
coming at a time when the development 
of the Scottish Church Leaders’ Forum 
has helped to broaden our ecumenical 
engagement and enhance the visibility 
of that dialogue and engagement in the 
public square. This was particularly 
evident during the pandemic when 
the coming together of church leaders 
conveyed a message of hope and 
solidarity in challenging times.”

An important element of the work of 
the NEIs across the jurisdictions is to 
build on the dialogue and collaboration 
between churches and extend that work 
beyond the faith sector, particularly 
in support of those who are most 
vulnerable. In March, CTBI trustees 
visited Cardiff and had an opportunity 
to learn from Cytûn’s experience in 
contributing to the commitment, led by 
the Welsh Government, to make Wales 
a ‘Nation of Sanctuary’. Revd Canon 

Aled Edwards OBE, General Secretary 
of Cytûn, explained that, since the fall of 
Kabul in Afghanistan, Cytûn has worked 
tirelessly in partnership with others in 
providing a distinctive Welsh response 
to the plight of families and individuals 
fleeing this global catastrophe, followed 
soon after by refugees from Ukraine. 
Highly effective partnership working 
with the Welsh Government and 
the Urdd (Welsh League of Youth) 
enabled Cytûn to play a crucial role 
in opening up facilities in Cardiff and 
west Wales to refugee families. Since 
the Urdd, with its 60,000 strong 
membership in Wales, is primarily 
youth-focused, a distinctive Welsh ‘wrap 
around’ approach was crafted which 
enabled refugee families to spend time 
together, becoming familiar with new 
lives and new places, before moving on 
to different parts of Wales and the UK.

Reflecting on the learning from this 
experience Aled says: “The challenges 
have been huge and significant issues 
remain unresolved. Being able to move 

Ukrainian families from Welsh welcome 
centres to new homes and lives, remains 
a huge task. As in Scotland, Wales has 
embraced the role of acting as a super 
sponsor. The initial work has been done 
but providing long term options for 
families who may never return to their 
homes in Ukraine lies ahead. Churches 
will provide a crucial contribution in 
that process — especially Ukrainian-
speaking congregations. The individuals 
involved in this work have had their 
lives changed. Seeing young Urdd staff 
speaking Dari to Afghan children carries 
a healing gift. As does seeing Afghan 
children speaking Welsh. God has 
called us all to be more than one thing. 
Ecumenism has also now embraced a 
new face in the Welsh context.”

To find out more about the work 
of the NEIs, visit:
cte.org.uk
cytun.co.uk
www.irishchurches.org
www.acts-scotland.org

Images and details can be found on Churches Together in England (CTE) website: 
www.cte.org.uk/about/history/the-british-council-of-churches
www.cte.org.uk/app/uploads/2021/09/BCC-story-panels.pdf 

https://cte.org.uk/
https://www.cytun.co.uk/hafan/en/home/
https://www.irishchurches.org/
http://www.acts-scotland.org/



