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Central to what we do at CTBI is to pray for 
the unity of all Christians. The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity comes at the start of the calendar year 
(but can also be marked at Pentecost) and frames all 
the work we do. But it has been something of an irony 
that much of our praying for unity has had to be done in 
isolation from one another! Yet we have continued in that 
discipline of prayer in the knowledge and hope that these 
times will pass. 

Someone recently described 2020 as “the lost year” as a 
result of COVID and lockdown. In many ways this has been the case. Families have not 
been able to come together, we have been separated from friends and work colleagues 
and for a lot of the time we have been prevented from coming together in worship. But 
there have been many positives too: we have all become more savvy with technology 
and meeting online and many churches have reported strong attendance at online 
liturgies and prayer times. 2021 meanwhile has been a year of transition as we have 
come out of lockdown and start to imagine what a new normal might look like, and 
remembering all those whom we have lost along the journey. 

At CTBI we are looking ahead with hope and expectation. The ecumenical 
relationships have been well sustained through this long period of pandemic and we 
are preparing for a return to face-to-face meetings, albeit with a degree of caution. We 
are looking forward to carrying on our busy work programme in areas such as Climate 
Change, supporting refugees, racial justice, inter faith relations and mission theology, 
all being an expression of that call to unity and be instruments of reconciliation, 
justice, and peace in our time. 

And in particular, we look forward to welcoming Dr 
Nicola Brady as our new General Secretary. Nicola is 
currently the General Secretary of the Irish Council of 
Churches and has worked closely with CTBI in many 
areas, not least the Nationhood and Identity Project. She 
takes up her new role at the start of 2022 and we offer her 
our prayers as she prepares for this important transition.

Peter Colwell
Deputy General Secretary,  
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland. 

Welcome

Registered charity no. 1113299 (England and Wales). Company limited by guarantee, registered no. 5661787.

44 member churches

collaborating with 
4 national ecumenical 

instruments  
(across England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales)

working with 38 other 
ecumenical organisations

linked to 
8 charitable agencies

Keeping over 93 website  
pages updated

458 Tweets  
87 Facebook posts 
51 Instagram posts

and many cups of tea …

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI)

CTBI serves the churches of Britain and Ireland on the shared 
journey towards full visible unity in Christ. It provides information and 
guidance to bridge understanding of issues in today’s society, and 
creates ecumenical space for Christian to listen and work together 
for peace and reconciliation. It develops publications and resources 
with other organisations and members to offer reflection, prayer and 
study materials to celebrate Christian events, as well as opportunities 
to learn and address key issues. It seeks to value the contribution of 
each church, respectful of relationships at all levels and recognizing the 
diversity and difference within both churches and nations.
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ENVIRONMENT

Climate, COP26 
and the Church

The urgency for action on the climate heats up  
as COP26 approaches

by Hannah Eves, researcher at A Rocha UK and part of the Climate Sunday steering group
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Climate activists often say 
things like ‘the planet is on fire’ 
to describe the catastrophic 
consequences of climate 
change and the urgent need 
for international agreement at 
conferences like COP26 to take 
action on this crisis. 

This might once have sounded like 
doomsayer rhetoric, but it is becoming 
increasingly literal. Images on the news 
of the ocean catching fire in the Gulf of 
Mexico and wildfires in Turkey show 
that climate change is quite literally 
making it more likely for parts of the 
world to catch on fire due to increased 
heat and overuse of fossil fuels. Clearly, 
we are in the middle of a climate crisis, 
but how did we get here?

There are naturally occurring 
changes in the climate caused by very 
slow variations in our orbit around the 
sun and other phenomena. However, we 
are now in the middle of unprecedented 
rapid heating, which is way beyond 
these natural cycles and is severely 
disrupting our climate system. Among 
the gases in the Earth’s atmosphere are 
what are known as Greenhouse Gases 
(GHGs) which keep the temperature of 
our earth balanced by trapping heat in.

The proportion of GHGs has 
been increasing since the Industrial 
Revolution when the world, in particular 
the West, began to exploit and burn fossil 
fuels on a huge scale. This all led to the 
atmosphere trapping in too much heat, 
and as a result the warming of the earth’s 
surface and the oceans and the greater 
likelihood of wildfires like in Turkey in 
2021.This is not the end of the story. 
We also now know that natural habitats 
such as forests, wetlands and grasslands 
absorb GHGs and lock them safely away, 
this is what is referred to as a ‘carbon 
sink’. Therefore, by clearing these wild 
spaces we’ve also damaged the Earth’s 
ability to absorb these gases as well as 
increasing the GHGs in the atmosphere.

A very dangerous point
Scientists first started raising the alarm 
decades ago. This led to the signing 
of an international treaty to address 
the problem – the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) at the 1992 Rio Earth 
Summit. However, governments have 
been much too slow to act effectively 
since then, and this has now led 
humanity to a very dangerous point.

In August 2021 the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change published a 
new report with a clear and harrowing 
message: unless there are immediate, 
rapid and large-scale reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions, limiting 
warming to close to 1.5°C or even 2°C 
will be beyond reach. In 2020 the 
world passed one degree above what 
is called the ‘pre-industrial average 
temperature’; and with every year of 
inaction we drift closer to an absolutely 
catastrophic 3-4 degrees or more by the 
end of this century. 

To avoid this existential threat to 
life on earth, and have a chance of 
keeping to the 1.5 degree limit, the 
IPCC said in an earlier report, we must 
cut greenhouse gas emissions by more 
than 40% in the next decade and act 
to restore the ‘carbon sinks’. Another 
recent report also suggests that nature-
based solutions could provide around 
30% of the cost-effective mitigation that 
is needed by 2030 to stabilise warming 
to below 2 degrees and could help 
protect vulnerable communities from 
the impacts of climate change. 

This is where COP26, hosted in 
Glasgow in 2021, comes in. COP26 
stands for the 26th Conference of the 
Parties, it’s a summit of all the countries 
who are part of the UN’s climate change 
treaty signed in 1992 in Rio (UNFCCC) 

where key decision makers will meet 
to agree their countries’ national 
commitments to tackle climate change.

COP at its core is a negotiation, 
and even though each country has one 
vote, there is a huge power imbalance 
between the countries represented at 
COP. This is an important consideration 
because a successful COP requires huge 
diplomatic investment beforehand 
in order to ensure that the people in 
the right positions come to the right 
agreements, but we are way behind 
on this. There is a perception that far 
from using the opportunity of COP in 
this country to take the lead on climate 
issues, there is a very good chance 
that the UK Government will shred 
its credibility by continuing to take 
domestic action which flies in the face of 
our international climate commitments.

Promise, promises…
So far, this has seemed like an accurate 
perception. At the beginning of 2020, 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: 
‘Unless we take urgent action, we will 
get 3C hotter. As a country, as a society, 
as a planet and as a species, we must 
now act.’ Yet, just a month later the 
chancellor announced a £27.4bn road 
building programme which is likely to 
massively increase carbon emissions. 
And, in the run up to the G7 conference 
the Government drastically cut the UK 
aid budget, despite a long-standing 
commitment to help provide $100bn to 
assist lower income countries resource 
adaptation and mitigation spending.

In June 2021, the Committee on 
Climate Change published its annual 
review of the UK’s progress on its legally 

 if we are to avoid catastrophic 
climate change we have to restrict 
global heating to no more than 1.5 

degrees above what they call the ‘pre-
industrial average’ temperature. 
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Despite fossil fuels being the cause of two thirds of global greenhouse gas 
emissions, the UK Government is still heavily invested in fossil fuels. 
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binding climate targets. It found that 
in the previous year the Government 
made historic climate promises, but 
has done little to nothing to deliver on 
them. This lack of delivery erodes the 
UK’s credibility on the world stage, 
just when it needs it most to be able to 
steer COP26 to the bold and properly-
financed decisions that we all need to 
avert runaway climate change.

Time to step up
Civil society is also in a unique position 
with COP26 happening on our doorstep 
to put pressure on the UK Government 
to take action and live up to its 
commitments. Christians and churches, 
as an integral part of civil society, are 
getting involved in a number of ways 
in the lead up to COP26. For example, 
there’s the Climate Sunday campaign 
which is the biggest coalition of UK 
church denominations and Christian 
organisations mobilising churches and 
communities in the lead up to COP26, 
Christian input into the multi-faith 
group Make COP Count, and the Young 
Christian Climate Network who are 
coordinating a huge relay pilgrimage 
from the G7 to COP26.

All of these campaigns have quite a 
few messages to the UK Government 
in common. First, an end to the use of 
fossil fuels and a clean energy revolution 
to pave the way for a more sustainable 
future. Despite fossil fuels being the 
cause of two thirds of global greenhouse 
gas emissions, the UK Government 
is still heavily invested in fossil fuels. 
Subsidies make it cheap to pollute and 
the poorest people around the world 
face the worst impacts of that pollution. 
There is a credibility issue in this - the 
government can talk all they want about 
net zero, but without serious divestment 
it will all be hot air.

Second, all of these campaigns 
advocate for an increase of support 
for those most climate vulnerable. 
It’s important to recognise that 

those who are being most affected by 
climate change are often those least 
responsible for it and as such, there is 
a critical justice issue at the heart of 
COP26. Therefore, Christians in the 
UK are calling on the Government to 
increase support for those countries 
by reinstating the aid budget, and 
increasing climate finance.

All of these campaigns are 
emphasising the urgency to recognise 
that COP26 happening in the UK is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. From 
our theology, prayer and community 
experience, churches have a distinctive 
and powerful contribution to make 
to civil society and calls to the UK 
Government for justice for our planet 
and the people who inhabit it. Caring 
for creation is a serious biblical 
mandate, which is why so many voices 
from within the Christian community 
are engaging the UK churches on this 
urgent and critical issue. 

ENVIRONMENT

Those most affected by climate change 
are often those least responsible for 
it… there is a critical justice issue at the 
heart of COP26. 

Subsidies make it cheap to pollute 
and the poorest people around the 
world face the worst impacts of that 
pollution. 
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to lead in tackling the climate crisis. 
Handing over to “the city where COP26 
will be held later this year” contributors 
from church greening schemes A Rocha’s 
Eco Church, Eco-Congregation Ireland 
and Eco-Congregation Scotland then 
repeated “Let us go to the house of God” 
from Psalm 122, setting the tone in 
opening a service that demonstrated the 
rich diversity of churches across Britain 
and Ireland.

Glasgow Cathedral is already a focus 
for faith representatives attending 
COP26 in the city later this year.  Also 
known as St Mungo’s or the High Kirk, 
the medieval cathedral has centuries 
of history that resonate in this year of 
COP26. St Mungo, founder and patron 
of the city, was buried there in 614 and 
the church dedicated to him became an 
important place of pilgrimage. In 2021 
the city and Cathedral will again warmly 
welcome pilgrims among the many 
thousands of visitors coming to COP26, 
praying and calling for nations to tackle 
the harm caused by global warming. 

As the service began, a bell was rung, 
both as a call of welcome and call for 
climate justice, linking to the Celtic 

ENVIRONMENT

By taking this combination of 
practical action locally and raising our 
voice together, Climate Sunday seeks 
to offer the voice of the Church in the 
movement for climate justice ahead of 
the crucially significant COP26.

churches, Climate Sunday has captured 
their imagination and encouraged them 
to be bold in exploring how climate 
action is part of our discipleship. 

As Climate Sunday approached it’s 
one-year anniversary, each of these local 
services were celebrated in the Nations’ 
Climate Sunday service, live-streamed 
online from Glasgow Cathedral on 
Sunday 5th September 2021. 

In a unique hybrid collaboration 
with Glasgow Churches Together and 
Glasgow Cathedral, the Nations’ Climate 
Sunday Service united representatives 
of churches across a diversity of 
denominations throughout Britain 
and Ireland, to worship together and 
pray for our political leaders in the 
approach to COP26. Participants 
also acknowledged and celebrated 
commitments which churches are 
making to address climate change in the 
critical years ahead.

Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland (CTBI) trustee The Venerable 
Dr Rosemarie Mallett introduced the 
hybrid service, outlining the Climate 
Sunday initiative, growing commitments 
of churches and calls for Government 

Climate Sunday
Climate Sunday brings together 
over 30 organisations and 
denominations ahead of the UN 
COP26 summit in Glasgow, 31st 
October to 12 November 2021. 
From national denominations such as 
the Church of England, the Church of 
Scotland, the Church in Wales and the 
Methodist Church, to leading agencies 
such as Christian Aid, Tearfund and 
CAFOD, Climate Sunday is calling on 
every church in Britain and Ireland to 
use this moment to take the next step 
for their community in response to the 
climate emergency. 

Over the past year, Climate Sunday 
has invited local congregations to do 
three things. Firstly, to begin in worship, 
and to hold a climate-focussed service 
before COP26. Secondly, to commit to 
take further ongoing practical action 
themselves, by progressing through 
a church ‘greening scheme’, such as 
A Rocha’s Eco Church, CAFOD’s Live 
Simply or Eco Congregation in Scotland 
and Ireland. Thirdly, to add value to 
their practical commitments by speaking 
up, in particular by signing ‘The Time 
Is Now’ declaration which calls on the 
UK government to go further faster on 
climate action before hosting the COP26 
summit at the end of October. 

By taking this combination of 
practical action locally and raising our 
voice together, Climate Sunday seeks 
to offer the voice of the Church in the 
movement for climate justice ahead of 
the crucially significant COP26. 

Since the campaign launched on 6 
September 2020, we have seen churches 
across Britain and Ireland go above 
and beyond as part of Climate Sunday. 
Congregations have hosted climate 
themed worship, on-line and in person. 
They have been creative, praying through 
arts and crafts, learning new worship 
songs, holding their services outside 
and joining together with others in their 
community. There have been Climate 
Sunday services in Cathedrals up and 
down the country and live streamed 
online during lockdowns. For many 

Hannah Brown and the Climate Sunday 
events team on a unique collaboration

100 days to COP26 event
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one of the church ‘greening schemes’. 
These schemes support churches in 
reflecting on how we might use our 
resources, from buildings to outreach, 
in a way which enables all of creation 
to flourish. The transition to a net-zero 
carbon economy is going to require 
society-wide change. How might the 
church do this in a prophetic way, which 
signals to our trust in God’s goodness 
and our commitment to the flourishing 
of people and planet? This is an ongoing 
journey, and one we can continue 
together within these schemes. 

Finally, through Climate Sunday 
thousands of churches have added 
their voice to the collective call on 
UK government to be bold and 
ambitious at this year’s COP26. As 
President and host of the summit, 
the UK have a pivotal role to play 
in ensuring the success of new and 
progressed climate commitments from 
around the world. With thousands of 
churches adding their voice to this call, 
pressure continues to build on the UK 
government to make COP26 the most 
successful yet. 

As 31st October approaches, it is 
crucial that churches continue in prayer 
for COP26. COP26 is not an end in 
itself but a vital step on the journey 
towards climate justice. The voice of 
churches across Britain and Ireland will 
continue to be vital, not only in adding 
to the pressure on global leaders to take 
action, but also in sharing a message of 
faith in a God who promises to redeem 
creation, and bring flourishing to all life. 

The Nations’ Climate Sunday 
Service was live-streamed from 
Glasgow Cathedral on 5th September 
2021 and is available to watch 
at www.climatesunday.org/
nationsclimatesundayservice. 
COP26 will take place in Glasgow from 
31st October – 12th November 2021. 
Churches can still register a Climate 
Sunday service and find resources for 
worship online at climatesunday.org. 

Find out more at 
www.climatesunday.org  
and https://www.ukcop26.org/

tradition of bells calling to account. The 
Cathedral organ played “All creatures of 
our God and King” as representatives of 
over forty denominations and Christian 
organisations processed and gathered 
for a unique service. 

“A prayer for our earth” from 
Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ encyclical 
was opened by a representative from 
Green Christian, and leading modern 
hymn-writers Keith and Kristyn Getty’s 
“Creation Sings to God our King” 
resonated with all as an inspiring 
expression of God’s goodness and 
provision. There were also contributions 
to the service recognising the growing 
involvement of Pentecostal and 
Charismatic churches and expressions 
of prayer, music and worship reflecting 
the diversity of the nations of the UK.

Glasgow Churches Together was 
central to the city’s strong ecumenical 
contribution to the Nations’ Service and 
wider involvement of Glasgow churches 
in COP26. Their ecumenical St Mungo’s 
Singers led a memorable Psalm 62 “Oh 
God, You are My God Alone” from Iona 
Community’s John Bell. 

This set the scene for a summary 
of faith commitments to address 
climate change to be presented to the 
UK government, along with a petition 
from participating churches to the UK 
Government, seeking decisive action 
tackling the climate crisis that will 
enable strong leadership presiding 
at COP26. A similar presentation 
was made to devolved government 
representatives from Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 

Prayers of intercession from Glasgow 
Churches Together focused on all those 
affected by climate change, while a 
prayer from young people called for 
their voice to be heard more loudly. The 
service closed in commending COP26 

in prayer and pledging the nations’ 
churches to continuing climate action 
through diverse contributors including 
Welsh and Gaelic prayers.

The Nations’ Climate Sunday Service 
was a uniquely special celebration 
for those in Glasgow Cathedral and 
online. With COP26 starting on 31st 
October, it also marked a gear change in 
government and churches focus towards 
the climate conference. We all hope and 
pray that growing church commitments 
and a call for urgent action on climate 
will continue to be loudly heard. 

So, what next? There’s still two 
months to go until COP26 begins in 
Glasgow on 31st October. If anything, 
these next few months are the most 
significant, as the 12 days of negotiation 
at COP26 are set up for success. 

We hoped that Climate Sunday might 
be a springboard, a chance to build 
momentum and encourage churches on 
their own journey with climate action. 
Each of Climate Sunday’s three asks 
were formed to leave a legacy for the 
congregations who engage with them, 
that the lifespan of their action might go 
beyond one Sunday morning. 

As churches began their Climate 
Sunday in worship, for many began 
a process of personal and collective 
transformation. The climate crisis 
presents us with challenges which 
require our resilience, our faith and 
our hope. As Christians, we know 
that the source of all of our hope 
comes from God. In God’s presence 
is where we must begin and continue 
on this journey. The work of this 
transformation will continue long 
beyond Climate Sunday, and will play a 
part in sustaining our commitment to 
climate justice. 

Secondly, thousands of churches 
have committed to progress through 

We all hope and pray that growing 
church commitments and a call for 
urgent action on climate will continue 
to be loudly heard. 

ENVIRONMENT
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RACIAL JUSTICE

Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland (CTBI) organised a church 
service in Brixton, south London 
on 25 May 2021 to mark the first 
anniversary of the killing of George 
Floyd. The service, which was called 
‘Doing Justice: A Service of Reflection 
on the anniversary of the murder 
of George Floyd’, took place under 
COVID-19 restrictions at the New 
Testament Church of God Community 
Church, and saw a socially distanced 
congregation, featuring an array of 
church leaders from all traditions and 
church denominations, remember 
the murder of Mr Floyd. Those 
gathered also challenged churches and 
communities in Britain and Ireland to 
stand up for justice, and against racism, 
ignorance, and hatred. The service was 
broadcasted via YouTube and other 
social media platforms, and BBC Radio 
4 subsequently broadcasted an edited 
version on Sunday 30 May for its 
Sunday Morning Worship programme.

One of the organisers, CTBI’s Richard 
Reddie said: ‘Last year, George Floyd’s 
killing and the Black Lives Matters 
protests that followed, were a Kairos 
moment; many were saying “enough 
is enough” when it comes to racism, 
especially the form experienced by Black 
people on both sides of the Atlantic. This 
anniversary was a timely reminder that 
we need to continue the work started last 
year, if we are really committed to ending 
injustice in church and society.’

CTBI also organised a further service 
for all 39 BBC local radio stations, 
which also explored the George Floyd 
anniversary. This service, which was 
broadcasted simultaneously alongside 
the aforementioned BBC Radio 4 
programme, featured a range of church-
related racial justice officers who read 
prayers, Bible readings and reflections. 
It also featured Revd Dr Eric Brown, 
Bishop of the New Testament Church 
of God Community Church in Brixton, 
London, who gave the main talk. For 
more information and to watch the 
‘Doing Justice: A Service of Reflection 
on the anniversary of the murder of 
George Floyd’ Service click here. 
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Doing Justice
The George Floyd anniversary service 25 May 2021

in Britain and Ireland 
in 2020. ‘Race for 
Justice’ has chapters 
focusing on the work 
of the major historical 
church denominations and 
Christian traditions, as well as the 
four nations, on addressing racial 
justice matters over a quarter of a 
century.  ‘Race for Justice’ will be 
available in January 2022.

‘Race for Justice’ book
 
A new book focusing on racial justice 
in British and Irish churches will be 
available in the new year. Titled ‘Race 
for Justice’, this book will explore how 
churches and Christian organisations 
in Britain and Ireland have addressed 
racial justice over the last 25 years. 

The book, which will be published 
by Christian publishers, Lion 
Hudson, was initiated by CTBI 
and conceived to mark the 25th 
anniversary of Racial Justice Sunday Find out more at: ctbi.org.uk

https://ctbi.org.uk/service-marks-anniversary-of-george-floyd-killing/
http://ctbi.org.uk
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RACIAL JUSTICE

Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland (CTBI) has been working 
with a number of key church-related 
racial justice advocates to produce the 
resource ‘Racial Justice Champions: 
Volume 1’. This online publication 
celebrates the work of racial justice 
pioneers – Christians who have 
struggled over the years to make 
churches address the racism within 
their structures and in society. This 
resource was initially assembled to 
mark the 25th anniversary of Racial 
Justice Sunday (RJS) in Britain and 
Ireland in 2020, a year that also 
witnessed the barbarous killing of 
George Floyd and a resulting upsurge in 
interest in racial justice. 

One of the organisers, Richard 
Reddie, says: ‘By looking to the past 
(and present), this resource will also 
encourage the church to raise up 

and support a future generation of 
racial justice champions who will be 
proactive (rather than reactive) to 
tackling racism. This resource will 
be followed by a further one that will 
feature contemporary and upcoming 
racial justice champions. These are the 
dynamic individuals who will ensure 
that racial justice remains on the 
churches’ agenda and that they make 
good on the promises many made in the 
aftermath of George Floyd’s murder.’

Some of the Black, Brown and White 
men and women who feature in the 
resource will be known to many in the 
churches, but what will undoubtedly 
surprise is the scale and longevity of 
their contributions. Richard adds, 
‘Racial Justice work did not start 
with the sad murder of George Floyd. 
There have been brave Christians who 
have been fighting the good fight for 

CTBI is one of the founding 
organisations behind the new ecumenical 
Racial Justice Advocacy Forum (RJAF), 
which seeks to speak prophetically 
to government and society on racial 
injustice and reparations. The RJAF also 
aims to resource and mobilise Christians 
to take action to address racial injustice 
in church and, where necessary, to 
advocate on behalf of Black, Brown and 
Minority Ethnic communities on racial 
justice matters in society. 

CTBI’s Richard Reddie states: ‘At its 
heart, this forum’s advocacy requires 
Black, Brown and Minority Ethnic 
Christians to influence both public 
attitudes and public policies so that, 
in this context, a racially-just vision of 
the church and society becomes a living 
reality.’

Earlier this year, the RJAF produced a 
considered response to the controversial 
Government sponsored ‘Commission 
on Race and Ethnic Disparities Report’. 
Speaking about the briefing paper, 
Revd Wale Hudson-Roberts, Justice 
Enabler for the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and founding member said: ‘The 
RJAF report provides an opportunity 
for churches in Britain to confront the 
difficult conversation about the ongoing 
injustices present today in church life, 
ministerial formation, and community 
engagement.’

Over the next few months, the RJAF will 
be organising a number of webinars 
exploring the theological argument for 
slavery-related reparations and the 
church’s engagement on this issue.  
Please check the CTBI website for 
more information.

Racial Justice Sunday
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
(CTBI) is working with numerous 
church denominations and Christian 
organisations in Britain and Ireland to 
produce a resource to celebrate Racial 
Justice Sunday (RJS) on 13 February 
2022. This online publication, which 
will be available later this year, is very 
much a ‘beginners guide to racial justice’, 
equipping church leaders and Christians 
with the resources and ideas to address 
the inequality that still exists in church 
and society. 

The group of racial justice workers 
who came together under the aegis of 
CTBI, agreed that it would be prudent 
to produce a resource that appeals 
to those who have previously failed 
to engage with RJS for a variety of 
reasons. Moreover, given the fact that 
so many church denominations and 
Christian organisations have pledged 
to address the lack of justice, diversity 
and inclusion within their structures, 
this resource will enable everyone to 
make good on the aforementioned 
promises.

For more information about the RJS 
resource, see the CTBI website in late 
November 2021. 

Racial Justice Champions

a number of years, and it is important 
that we recognise their contributions.’

‘Racial Justice Champions: Volume 1’ 
will be available on the CTBI website 
at the start of Black History Month in 
October 2021.

Racial Justice Advocacy Forum

https://www.baptist.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=284167&ct=t(CTBI_Monthly_Newsletter-May2021)
https://ctbi.org.uk/
https://ctbi.org.uk/
https://ctbi.org.uk/
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inured us so we tune out the images. 
At the beginning of this year, I fell into 
the former category – I was naively 
unaware of the problem of knife crime 
among young people. This was about to 
change as God woke me up to a new job 
opportunity at Synergy Network. 

The Synergy Network is a growing 
coalition of churches, para-church 
groups and Christian agencies working to 
end serious youth violence in Britain and 
Ireland. We aim to connect those who 
are doing excellent youth work, support 
families affected by serious youth 
violence and work with policy makers 
and the Police.  We encourage the voice 
of the Church be heard on this matter. 

According to a recent report by 
BBC News, “If teenage deaths 
continue at the current rate, this 
will be the worst year for young 
homicides since 2008”. This 
statement is in reference to London, but 
across Britain, the lives of young people, 
their families and their communities 
are being devastated by the impact of 
serious youth violence.

Many have become deadened to 
the pain caused by this epidemic of 
violence. If the issue does not affect us 
personally, we can choose to block out 
the sounds of the anguish and distress. 
The constant news reports of knife 
crime, stabbings and death may have 

We focus on establishing partnerships, 
relationships and collaborative action in 
order to reduce serious youth violence. 
We believe that God is going to use us 
powerfully as we empower the church 
to unite and become a protective shield 
of hope for young people who are 
vulnerable to being impacted by serious 
youth violence.

I am excited to be involved in this 
work, and grateful that God has been 
preparing me for this role. I have a 
deep passion for church collaboration 
which was first stirred in 2016 when 
I was the youth pastor at my church 
in Guildford, Surrey. I led a strong 
team of youth workers, but our youth 

Rebuilding 
walls together
Laura Besley, Synergy Network Coordinator, 
writes about ending serious youth violence 
through collaboration
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To find out more go to:  
www.wearesynergy.org.uk
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on the front line experiencing the 
consequences of youth violence and you 
would like support, please get in touch. 
If you are a church who is not directly 
impacted from youth violence, but you 
are stirred to support those who are, 
please get in touch. It is important that 
our brothers and sisters on the front 
line are not left alone – we must bring 
our strength, gifting and provision to be 
the support that they need.

The Synergy Network is supported by 
Churches Together Britain and Ireland 
(CTBI), The Ascension Trust, the 
Diocese of Southwark and London  
City Mission.

To find out how to get involved, contact 
laura.besley@wearesynergy.org.uk

group only attracted a small number of 
young people. I did not understand why 
God had built a youth team with great 
potential if He wasn’t going to use us to 
serve more young people.

I was reading the book of Nehemiah 
around that time. This Old Testament 
book tells how Nehemiah returns to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the city. I was 
struck by how the rebuilding of the walls 
was achieved. The team built side-by-
side, each person taking responsibility 
for rebuilding one section of the wall. 

These sections of wall must not have 
been built as singular sections with 
gaps in between, the builders must 
have joined up their wall with their 
neighbour’s wall in order to secure 
the city. This scripture released a 
vision within me. Each church has a 
responsibility to care for those within 
their reach, but they also have a 
responsibility to join up their prayers 

and actions with the churches around 
them. We will not be able to build a 
spiritual wall of protection around our 
towns, cities and around our country 
unless churches collaborate with each 
other. 

Since this revelation I have 
changed my attitude towards church. 
As churches we must not waste our 
time comparing and competing with 
other churches, or replicating what 
they are achieving. In the book of 
Corinthians, Paul teaches us that we 
are all members of one body, but each 
member has a unique part to play. We 
must recognise how God wants to use 
us, as individuals and in our church 
family, to bless and provide for the 
wider church. We will achieve far more 
when we come together than we would 
ever have managed as solo entities. 
That is why it is great that Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) 
are inextricably linked to this work, as 
they have the capacity to bring churches 
across Britain and Ireland together to 
address serious youth violence. 

It is time to wake up to the 
devastating reality of serious youth 
violence, and then to ask God “what 
can I do?” and as a church “what can 
we do?”. If you are a church that is 

We focus on establishing 
partnerships, relationships and 

collaborative action in order to reduce 
serious youth violence.

http://www.wearesynergy.org.uk
mailto:laura.besley@wearesynergy.org.uk
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RESOURCES

YOUNG & GIFTED

THE ESSENTIAL YOUTH VOICE

The church is missing the voice of 
young people. We believe that 
every young person is gifted by 
God and that their voice is 
valuable.

Join a group of young people from 
across Britain and Ireland as they 
share their views on racial justice, 
Black Lives Matter, COVID-19 and 
the climate emergency.

Email your question through to the panel: 
laura.besley@wearesynergy.org.uk

28 September 2021
7.30-9.00pm
Zoom

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW via Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/1516306650078/WN_7Jz-x0oqTDCiQDINWUIzFg
https://www.ascensiontrust.org.uk/
https://ctbi.org.uk/
https://southwark.anglican.org/
https://www.lcm.org.uk/
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Find out more at: 
welcomechurches.org

Welcome Churches is a national 
charity that exists to see every 
refugee in the UK welcomed by 
their local church. Asylum seekers 
and refugees are forced to leave their 
homes, families and communities 
behind to find safety in foreign lands. 
Many have experienced severe trauma 
and distress and moving to a new 
country can intensify that trauma. 
When asylum seekers and refugees first 
arrive in the UK they often feel isolated. 
As the Church, it is our mandate to 
welcome the stranger, as the Bible 
says in Matthew 25:35 “For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me.”

No matter where your church is, 
there is something that you can do to 
welcome refugees. Welcome Churches 
runs a national ‘Welcome Network’ 
that identifies churches around the 

UK who are committed to ‘welcoming 
the stranger’. Their interactive online 
map (welcomechurches.org/find) 
enables refugees and asylum seekers 
to be referred to and from churches 
across the nation. The network is free 
to join and has more than tripled from 
85 churches in January to over 300 
churches currently. 

Welcome Churches also support 
churches to run ‘Welcome Boxes’ 
(welcomeboxes.org). A project that sees 
church volunteers trained to connect 
with newly arrived refugees and asylum 
seekers in their locality and to deliver 
a Welcome Box of gifts to say hello. 
Milad, an asylum seeker who received 
a Welcome Box when he first arrived 
comments, “The most important 
thing is not what’s inside the box, the 
important thing is what’s inside the 
heart. These hearts came to us to say 
welcome.”

Welcome Churches is a member of 
the Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland’s ‘Churches’ Refugee Network’ 
and they would love to connect with you 
and your church as you seek to show 
hospitality and love to those seeking 
sanctuary on our shores. 

Please get in touch by emailing  
info@welcomechurches.org

Welcome Churches

https://welcomechurches.org/
http://welcomechurches.org/find
http://welcomeboxes.org
mailto:info%40welcomechurches.org?subject=
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Refugees at Home
Connecting Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
with Welcoming Hosts

Book: Hospitality 
and Sanctuary for All
Earlier this year, Revd Dr Inderjit 
Bhogal updated his groundbreaking 
church-related resource, 
‘Hospitality and Sanctuary for 
All’, which prompts conversations and 
reflections on the theme of hospitality 
and sanctuary for refugees, asylum 
seekers and all in need of assistance. The 
small book contains suggested group 
discussions and activities and can also be 
used for personal study and reflection. It 
also contains an order of service that can 
be used as an act of worship, either during 
the week or on a Sunday, especially for 
‘Sanctuary Church Sunday’ or ‘Racial 
Justice Sunday’.

Inderjit points out: ‘The crossing of 
borders is a crucial, contemporary issue. 
No one chooses to be a refugee; no one 
wants to leave home. The vast majority 
of people don’t move to another 
country. However, dangers to life force 
people to move. Each year up to 1 
billion people cross a border. Every two 
seconds, a person is forced to flee for 
safety. Every day 44,000 more people 
are driven from their homes.’

As well as providing vital background 
information on these issues, the book 
explores what the Bible has to say about 
refugees, immigration, and sanctuary. 
Inderjit adds, ‘There are numerous 
verses in the Bible that speak about 
hospitality and sanctuary. One that is 
most instructive is from Matthew 25:35: 
“I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me”, which is truly inspiring and a call 
for all Christians to do likewise.’

‘Hospitality and Sanctuary for All’ is 
available from the CTBI website at a 
suggested donation of £5 to cover the 
production costs and P&P.

Refugees at Home has helped 
thousands of refugees and asylum 
seekers to avoid destitution and 
homelessness. We match guests with 
our generous hosts who would like to 
offer a safe, welcoming place to stay, 
for the length of time that they can 
manage. Many of our guests go on to 
receive Refugee status and eventually to 
find work and a place of their own. Our 
vision is a society where every refugee 
and asylum seeker facing homelessness 
has a safe place to stay and a chance to 
rebuild their life. Can you host or know 
someone who might be interested?
If you have a spare room in or near a 
city, could you consider becoming a 
host for @RefugeesAtHome, helping 
someone to find their feet in this 
country in safety and dignity? 

How does it work?
Hosts speak to one of our volunteer 
home visitors to make sure hosting 
is a good fit for their household, and 
provide two references.

Most of our guests are referred by 
refugee support agencies such as the 
Red Cross, Refugee Council, or a more 
local charity. A named caseworker 
from this charity supports the guest 

throughout their time in a host’s 
household and helps to promote a 
positive placement.

Some of our guests self-refer, if they 
have refugee status, a competent level of 
English language, and the confidence to 
navigate the system alone – in this case 
we need two character references and 
an achievable move-on plan.

Refugees at Home matches hosts and 
guests, supports hosts throughout the 
placement and arranges guests’ move 
on. Hosts offer placements for as long as 
their circumstances permit.

Can you help?
If you live in a city and are able to  
host a family, please apply via  
www.refugeesathome.org

“One of the reasons that I’m here 
today and able to stand on my 
own feet after my horrendous 
journey is because of people like 
@RefugeesAtHome who helped 
me, hosted me, introduced me to 
strangers who later turned to my 
best friends! Please check out their 
INCREDIBLE work!”  AR - Guest

https://ctbi.org.uk/hospitality-and-sanctuary-for-all/
http://www.refugeesathome.org
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Refugees at Home has helped thousands of refugees and
asylum seekers to avoid destitution and homelessness.  We

match guests with our generous hosts who would like to offer
a safe, welcoming place to stay, for the length of time that they

can manage.  Many of our guests go on to receive Refugee
status and eventually to find work and a place of their own. 

 Our vision is a society where every refugee and asylum seeker
facing homelessness has a safe place to stay and a chance to
rebuild their life.   Can you host or know someone who might

be interested?

2017 Refugees at Home Ltd. Company Ref 9911764 Charity number 1177765

Connecting Refugees and Asylum Seekers in
need with Welcoming Hosts

Hosted guests from over 75 countries
Placed 2,344 guests in total
Supported a total of 181,974 placement
nights

Our impact 

(April 2021)

https://www.refugeesathome.org/


Loving Strangers
Inderjit Bhogal on building cultures of 
welcome, hospitality and sanctuary
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In the Bible, the most frequently 
repeated ethical requirement 
is to “also love the stranger as 
yourself”. This has to be the loudest 
message of Churches in the world 
today. Our core mission is to work with 
partners to build cultures of welcome 

No one chooses to be a refugee. No 
one wants to leave home. However, 
dangers to life force people to leave 
home, familiar faces and surroundings. 

The next twenty/thirty years will 
see huge movements of people as a 
result of environmental degradation, 
climate change, famine, war, violence 
and persecution. It is a sign of our 
times, it alerts us that something is not 
right, and requires our most serious 
attention. Why are people moving? 
What are the stories of people who leave 
their countries and cross borders to go 
somewhere else? 

According to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees the 
majority of the world’s refugees are from 
countries close to conflict. Refugees 
from Afghanistan illustrate this. They 
are fleeing war. People flee for safety and 
security because they are scared, and 
live through horrors, humiliation, terror 
and torture. They bear scars and trauma 
and distress in their bodies and being. 
One of their greatest pains is to become 
separated from family.

Most refugees are displaced inside 
their own countries, or cross 

the border and go into the 
neighbouring country. 

and hospitality to counter environments 
of hostility.

Refugees in Afghanistan fleeing 
conflict, desperately attempting to 
board aeroplanes about to take off, 
clinging on, and falling off to their death 
is a shameful image of our times.

These are human beings seeking 
safety. Refugees seeking sanctuary.  
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There are refugees, of course, who 
take longer and more difficult journeys, 
risking life and costing huge amounts 
of money. People fleeing danger remain 
vulnerable and in need for safety and 
protection. Many lose their lives as they 
search for safety. 

People will continue to travel 
from many countries and contexts, 
overcoming obstacles like walls, 
frontiers, borders, mountains and 
waters in search of safety and wellbeing. 

Long term, this will only stop 
when nations stop wars, stop making 
weapons and instead invest in, and 
ensure everyone has access to equality, 
inclusion, education, homes, and 
hospitals, and build peace. Everyone 
wants to live in safety.

With Britain and the EU closing 
doors, there are no safe or legal routes 
for refugees. It is practically impossible 
to get a Visa in the country of origin to 
get to the UK “legally” in order to then 
seek asylum. It creates illegality. Many 
people run for safety without waiting 
in queues for biometrics and travel 
documents, and some of them arrive in 
the UK and apply for asylum. They need 
a warm welcome too. Between 2008 
and 2019 the UK deported 15,755 people 
to Afghanistan according to Eurostat.

The current UK Nationality and 
Borders Bill creates a two-tier system 
that treats people as deserving and 
not deserving refugees. It criminalises 
people from Afghanistan and other 
countries seeking sanctuary here 
outside very restricted official schemes.

Organisations working with refugees 
and those seeking sanctuary from 
war and violence have uniformly 
and consistently expressed strong 
opposition to the Bill. This opposition 
will be sustained. It is the duty of 
governments to help refugees in need 
of shelter and sanctuary, and to provide 
legal routes for all refugees to travel 
safely. 

Every day many people set out 
to cross whatever barrier is in the 
way to find safety and a better life. 
When people are deprived of their 
homes, their families, and familiar 
surroundings, they will be grateful for 
friendship, a smile, welcome, hospitality 
and safety. 

The best response at the local level is 
to work hard to build cultures of welcome, 
hospitality and sanctuary, to express love 
and kindness. We can all be agents of 
change, and work with others to make life 
better. This work will help us to connect 
local stories with global stories.

The way ahead is to widen and deepen 
relationships across different cultures, 
creeds, colours and identities, to end 
hatred, and together to build cultures 
where all are welcome, valued, belong 
equally together and have sanctuary and 
are safe. In words of scripture, together 
we can seek the welfare of the city for 
in its welfare lies the welfare of all. We 
can be united in building hospitality. All 
people are human beings with names, 
stories and deep relationships. All want 
empathy more than sympathy, respect 
more than pity. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE

We belong to each other
As the old Celtic proverb reminds us: 
“it is in the shelter of each other that 
the people live”. We all want the best 
for ourselves. We can work together to 
ensure the best for all. 

Consider working to make your city, 
town, village, church, school, college, 
university, club or place of work, a 
sanctuary committed to building 
cultures of welcome and hospitality, 
especially for those in greatest need and 
danger. Primarily, this is a commitment 
to helping make the most vulnerable 
people safe from harm.

Church of Sanctuary is part of the 
City of Sanctuary network, and is 
supported by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland (CTBI). It is a call 
to a prophetic Christian witness and 
expression of hospitality as a clear 
challenge to hostility. The hope is that 
churches will become places for all 
and proud to offer sanctuary to people 
fleeing violence and persecution.

In a Church of Sanctuary all members 
of the congregation work together to:
• Learn about and understand real 

life experiences and stories of 
people seeking sanctuary, and help 
others to work from facts not fiction

• Embed the values and cultures of 
welcome, hospitality and safety, and 
use these to support people seeking 
sanctuary, and include them in your 
activities

• Share with pride your vision, 
commitment and achievements, 
and let others know about the 
positive contributions of refugees 
to society and the benefits of 
welcoming cultures

How we all relate to each other, and in 
particular to people seeking sanctuary 
and safety will be central to humanity. 
How we all treat those who are in 
greatest need for love and safety will be 
the measure by which we shall judge 
personal, national and international 
morality and spirituality. 

For more information on how 
to help the Afghan refugees with 
sanctuary or support:
• Hospitality and Sanctuary for 

All (CTBI)
• Toolkit for supporting Afghan 

Refugees (Church of England)

We can all be agents of change, and 
work with others to make life better. 

This work will help us to connect local 
stories with global stories.

https://ctbi.org.uk/hospitality-and-sanctuary-for-all/
https://ctbi.org.uk/hospitality-and-sanctuary-for-all/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/toolkit-supporting-afghan-refugees?mc_cid=edb9350bb5&mc_eid=f3e1f5eab9
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/toolkit-supporting-afghan-refugees?mc_cid=edb9350bb5&mc_eid=f3e1f5eab9
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Pressure points
Nicola Brady, General Secretary of the Irish 
Council of Churches (ICC), on Church, 
Nationhood and Identity

CHURCH & SOCIETY
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Connection and community are 
recurring themes as we reflect 
on what it might mean to ‘build 
back better’ from the pandemic. 
Among the many ways the experience 
of Covid-19 has challenged us as 
individuals and church communities 
has been the disruption of our normal 
patterns of connection, requiring us 
at times to consider what is really 
‘essential’ and to carry out risk 
assessments before bringing people 
together. At the same time, we have had 
to be more intentional and creative in 
finding ways to overcome the loss of in-
person contact in our daily lives. 

For many, this intentional focus has 
resulted in a new appreciation for the 
ways in which the regular opportunity 
for exchanges about feelings and 
experiences with colleagues, friends, 
family and neighbours supports our 
wellbeing and sense of belonging. During 
this time of heightened awareness of 
the value of community, the pandemic 
has also shone a new light on the impact 
of socio-economic inequality and other 
barriers to belonging that threaten social 
cohesion, leaving people isolated at the 
margins of our society. 

Through a new project on ‘Church, 
Nationhood and Identity’, Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI), 
together with the national ecumenical 
instruments, has been creating space 
for member churches to reflect on the 
forces of social fragmentation that are 
of shared concern across the different 
jurisdictions on these islands. The 
project aims to support and resource 
collective responses that examine 
identity-based challenges and conflict 
through the lens of Gospel values. 
Churches bring important pastoral 
insights to this work arising from their 
presence in local communities, which 
often includes multiple forms of social 
outreach, as well as the national and 
international networks and structures to 
which they belong. 

In the initial phase of the project, 
CTBI has facilitated conversations 
across its membership about the priority 

Issues raised included racial justice, political polarisation and the activities of far-
right groups, particularly in the targeting of migrants and people seeking asylum. 

pressure points that are damaging social 
relationships, from the perspective of the 
local church community. Unsurprisingly, 
the issues raised included racial justice, 
political polarisation and the activities 
of far-right groups, particularly in the 
targeting of migrants and people seeking 
asylum. In addition, it was felt that 
Brexit, combined with the impact of the 
pandemic, had made people much more 
aware of borders, and the importance 
of paying attention to relationships — 
both between the jurisdictions of the 
UK and in the British/Irish context — 
because of our interdependence and 
the need to manage risks together. A 
major over-arching theme was the way 
in which socio-economic disadvantage, 
intersecting with other forms of 
exclusion, can erode people’s sense of 
hope for the future and, consequently, 
belonging.

Professor Francis Campbell, 
Vice Chancellor and Professor of 
International Relations in the University 
of Notre Dame Australia, led a webinar 
in which participants from across the 
four nations were challenged to think 
about what it means for churches to 
speak prophetically on these issues in 
the present global context. Professor 
Campbell highlighted, in particular, 
the relevance of the experience of the 
ecumenical movement in reconciling 
relationships and what we might offer 

from that experience at a time when 
people are concerned about the quality 
of public debate on identity-related 
issues in general, and of political debate 
in particular.

The CTBI project will explore the 
contribution of a public theology that 
supports reflection, dialogue and 
collaborative action, among Christians, 
in the wider faith community, and 
in the public square. We can offer 
leadership by modelling (i) an honest 
engagement with the past which includes 
acknowledgement of those times 
we failed to live up to our Christian 
responsibility to protect the dignity 
and rights of every human being; (ii) 
a self-critical reflection on our present 
leadership in which we ask the hard 
questions about inclusion and listen to 
difficult truths from those who have felt 
marginalised in or by Christian churches; 
and (iii) a respectful, inclusive dialogue 
which provides a safe space to address 
identity-based challenges in a spirit of 
solidarity and hope for the future.

CHURCH & SOCIETY

…the pandemic has also shone a new 
light on the impact of socio-economic 

inequality and other barriers to 
belonging that threaten social 

cohesion, leaving people isolated at 
the margins of our society. 

A major over-arching theme was 
the way in which socio-economic 
disadvantage, intersecting with other 
forms of exclusion, can erode people’s 
sense of hope for the future and, 
consequently, belonging.
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Bailey, and policy makers, members 
of the armed forces (including armed 
force’s chaplains) and Christian ethicists. 
Together they provided a safe space 
where Christians engaged in the field 
of defence and security could study and 
learn from each other.

With a broad ecumenical membership 
CCADD became the advisory body on 
defence and disarmament to the British 
Council of Churches, the forerunner 
to Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland (CTBI). Regular meetings were 
arranged in London over lunch, enabling 
senior civil servants such as Sir Michael 
Quinlan and Sir Arthur Hockaday to 
disappear from their office for a short 
time in order to explore in depth the 
ethical dimensions of defence and 
disarmament. At those meetings they 
would encounter some who might be 
highly critical of some aspects of UK 
defence policy. Meetings were held then, 
as they are today, under the Chatham 
House Rule whereby participants agree 

that they are free to describe elsewhere 
what was discussed but not to attribute 
comments either to the individual or 
their organisation. 

A safe space for sharing and learning
CCADD’s ethos is educational, 

to listen and learn from each other, 
and even in disagreement, to be 
considerate to the possibility of a 
plurality of opinions. Participants 
engage in discussion in order to explore, 
challenge and be enlightened. We hope 
to appreciate better the perspectives of 
those with whom we anticipate we will 
disagree and to hold conversations in 
an environment of Christian fellowship 
and reconciliation. The plural of the 
word ‘approaches’ in CCADD’s title 
is important. Whether the subject 
matter be nuclear weapons, military 
intervention, peace-building or new 
technologies and threats, members 
of CCADD recognise that you cannot 
identify a single ‘Christian’ approach. 

CCADD’s conversations have 
provided the material for numerous 
books, papers and church reports 
and have contributed to the churches’ 
influence in the public square on 
questions of defence and disarmament. 
The influence of the church in this 
area is maybe less overt now than 
was the case in the past. In 1983, 
CCADD’s President, Lord Bishop 
Harries, former Bishop of Oxford, 
contributed to the Church of England 

Is it possible to build relationships 
of trust that are capable of handling 
challenging conversations when 
meeting predominantly online? The 
Council on Christian Approaches 
to Defence and Disarmament 
(CCADD) depends on trusting 
relationships, and are nurturing 
these in a new and different setting.

The beginnings of CCADD
Founded in the early-1960s after the 
Cuban missile crisis, CCADD sought 
to bring Christian ethics to bear on 
some of the most pressing concerns of 
the day. Sir Michael Howard, founder 
of the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies and the War Studies 
Department in King’s College London 
was instrumental in CCADD’s formation, 
collaborating with Sir Kenneth Grubb, 
the first Chairman of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs. 
They worked alongside a wider group 
including the Pacifist writer, Sydney 

Nurturing Trust
by Steve Hucklesby, Co-Chair of the 
Council on Christian Approaches to 
Defence and Disarmament
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General Synod debate on ‘The Church 
and the Bomb’. It is notable that the 
debate was ‘live-streamed’ by the BBC 
well before that term had entered 
our vocabulary. Yet today churches 
continue to field chaplains to the armed 
forces, offer prayer for those charged 
with responsibility for the protection 
of citizens at home and abroad and 
provide ethical comment on defence 
and foreign policy. 

Currently, faith in the public square 
is treated with greater suspicion. There 
is a danger that given the fast pace of 
communications via social media, the art 
of stopping, listening, questioning, and 
bringing spiritual and moral resources to 
bear on the ethical questions of our day 
has become less valued. However, the 
feedback from a consultation on CCADD’s 
mission and future undertaken in 2017 
suggested that the demand for a place 
for an exploration of Christian ethics in 
peacebuilding, defence and disarmament 
is as keen today as ever. 

Remarkable conversations 
I could not possibly do justice here to 
the many remarkable conversations at 
which I have been privileged to take 
part over the years. Quite a few have 
left an indelible impression such as 
that given by CCADD’s former Vice-
President, the warm and engaging 
General Sir Hugh Beech, on “can a 
soldier love their enemy”. Also, Dominic 
Grieve, just weeks after completing his 
stint as Attorney General, expounded 
on the constraints within international 
law on the targeting of terrorists at a 
time when the UK was increasing drone 
strikes in Syria and the region. 

Equally, the Presiding Bishop of the 
Methodist Church in Colombia described 
the brutal nature of the killings carried 
out on both sides and the role of the 
churches during the negotiation of the 
national peace agreement. As CCADD 
looks to the future, it is our desire that 
a combination of online and physical 
meetings will continue to inspire a depth 
of sharing, trust and learning for all 
involved. 

CCADD in 2021 
For 20 years our troops have fought 
a bloody war in Afghanistan at great 
human and financial cost. The US exit 
strategy was driven by US domestic 
politics and may cause UK and European 
partners reassess their support of US 
action in the future. Once again we see 
the limitation of military action but how 
can you constrain a regime that stones 
women, bans the education of girls and 
create a humanitarian and refugee crisis? 
It will take us some time to reflect on our 
experience in Afghanistan. In the coming 
months CCADD will be calling on voices 
of experience to help us address the 
ethical challenges of intervention and 
non-intervention in our world today. 

 The UK Government’s integrated 
review on foreign policy, defence and 
international development is brimming 
with references to the opportunities for 
our nation to be a world leader in science 
and development of technology. The 
UK Government states that machine 
learning, artificial intelligence (AI), and 
quantum computing will allow not just 
a new generation of weapons systems, 
but an entirely new approach to warfare. 
The clock is ticking says the Ministry 
of Defence. We are told that the UK 
needs to develop new technologies to 
team up humans with machines and AI 
ahead of our adversaries. Prof. Esther 
Reed, University of Exeter, argues that 
new (interpretations of) international 
norms will be needed for the constraint 
of lethal force. We were delighted that 
in July she presented the 2021 CCADD 
Annual Lecture where we heard about 
the forthcoming major interfaith study on 
weapons control in the age of AI. 

Over the years, the threat of nuclear 
war, the ethics of nuclear deterrence and 
prospects for disarmament have loomed 
large in the work of CCADD. This year 
many church leaders have welcomed 

the entry into force of the UN Treaty 
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
(TPNW). But how can the TPNW make a 
difference given that it does not have the 
support of nuclear-armed states? What 
might be the implications of the recently 
announced increase in the upper limit of 
the UK warhead stockpile? CCADD will 
hear from informed speakers including 
Aidan Liddle, the UK’s Ambassador for 
Disarmament who has agreed to address 
us in September in advance of the five-
year review conference of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

A full list of forthcoming meetings 
can be found on the CCADD website. 
CCADD does not currently receive any 
external finance and depends on income 
from membership to resource its work. 
The opportunity to meet remotely over 
Zoom has provided opportunities for 
more conversations and the involvement 
of a larger number of people. The link 
with CTBI has been important to us. 
CCADD offers churches a means for 
building expertise, understanding and 
insight in defence and international 
affairs through contact with scholars, 
policy makers and practitioners in the 
field, recognising that there are Christians 
working in all areas. I pray that we may 
be communities of faith with hearts open 
to God’s grace and eyes open to what is 
happening in the world around us. 

Please do get in touch with  
Revd Rosemary Durward,  
Co-Chair, or Steve Hucklesby via  
ccadd@sky.com  to find out more.

CHURCH & SOCIETY

We are told that the UK needs to 
develop new technologies to team up 
humans with machines and AI ahead 
of our adversaries.

As CCADD looks to the future, it is our 
desire that a combination of online 
and physical meetings will continue 
to inspire a depth of sharing, trust and 
learning for all involved.

CHURCH & SOCIETY

http://ccadd.org.uk/
mailto:ccadd%40sky.com?subject=
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xxx

The story of the Magi visiting the 
Holy Family in Bethlehem is one 
very familiar to us. The Magi have 
sometimes been seen as a symbol 
of the world’s diversity – different 
religions and cultures - that comes 
to pay homage to the Christ-child. 

The story might therefore represent the 
unity of all created that God desires. 
The Magi travel from far-off countries, 
and represent diverse cultures, yet 
they driven by the same hunger to 
see and know the new-born king and 
are gathered into the little house in 
Bethlehem in the simple act of giving 
homage. In this we can find a metaphor 
for Christian unity, that is, of different 
Christian peoples drawn together in 
their common search to recognise 
Christ, to know him and to worship him 
and witnessing to wider need for unity 
and to overcome injustice. 

And this text has been chosen by the 
churches of the Middle East for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
(WPCU) resource, the history of which 
was, and still is, characterised by conflict 
and strife, tainted with blood and 
darkened by injustice and oppression. 
Since the Palestinian Nakba (the exodus 
of Palestine’s Arab population during 
the 1948 war) the region has seen a 
series of bloody wars and revolutions 
and the rise of Islamic extremism. 
The story of the Magi also contains 
many dark elements, most particularly 
Herod’s despotic orders to massacre 
all the children around Bethlehem 
who were two years old or under (Mtt 
2:16-18). The cruelty of these narratives 
resonates with the long history and 
difficult present of the Middle East. 

It was in the Middle East that the Word 
of God took root and bore fruit: thirty 
and sixty and one hundredfold. And 
from this east that the apostles set out 
to preach the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth (Acts 1: 8). The Middle East gave 
thousands of Christian witnesses and 
thousands of Christian martyrs. And 
yet now, the very existence of the small 
Christian community is threatened as 
many are driven to seek a more secure 
and prosperous life elsewhere. Like 
the light which is the child Jesus the 
light of Middle Eastern Christianity is 
increasingly threatened in these difficult 
times.

Jerusalem is a powerful symbol for 
Christians because it is the city of peace 
where all humanity was saved and 
redeemed. But today peace is missing 
from the city. Even prayer in Jerusalem 
has become subject to political and 
military measures. Various parties 
stake their claim to it and disregard 
others. Jerusalem was the city of kings, 
indeed the city that Jesus will enter 
triumphantly, acclaimed as king (Lk 
19:28-44). Naturally the Magi expected 
to find the new born king revealed by 
the star in this royal city. However, the 

narrative tells us that, rather than being 
blessed by the birth of the Saviour king, 
the whole of Jerusalem was in tumult, 
much as it is today. Today, more than 
ever, the Middle East needs a heavenly 
light to accompany the people. 

In this context people seek the new-
born king, the king of gentleness, peace 
and love. But where is the star that 
leads the way to Him? It is the mission 
of the Church to be the star that lights 
the way to Christ who is the light of the 
world. By word and through action the 
Christian people are called to light the 
way so that Christ might be revealed, 
once again, to the nations. But the 
divisions between us dim the light of 
Christian witness and obscures the way, 
preventing others from finding their 
way to Christ. Conversely, Christians 
united in their worship of Christ, and 
opening their treasures in an exchange 
of gifts, become a sign of the unity that 
God desires for all of his creation.

‘We Saw His Star in the East…’
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2022
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The Christians of the Middle East offer 
these resources conscious that the world 
shares many of the travails and much 
of the difficulties that it experiences, 
and yearns for a light to lead the way 
to the Saviour who is the light that 
overcomes darkness. The COVID-19 
global pandemic, the economic crisis 
that has followed, and the failure of 
political, economic and social structures 
to protect the weakest and most 
vulnerable, the racism that blights our 
communities have underlined the global 
need for a light to shine in the darkness. 
The star that shone in the east, the 
Middle East, two thousand years ago 
still calls us to the manger, to where 
Christ is born. It draws us to where the 
Spirit of God is alive and active, to the 
meaning of our baptism, that is, to the 
depth of our hearts.

Dates
WPCU is traditionally observed from the 18th to the 25th January – 
the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul. However, some areas observe it 
at Pentecost or some other time.

Further information 
‘We Saw His Star in the East…’ WPCU 2022 materials are available to 
download from the CTBI website in various formats and in Irish and Welsh 
translation (where appropriate).  For the first time, ‘We Saw His Star in the 
East..’will also be translated in Scots Gaelic. 

Full details can be found at www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer

‘We Saw His Star in the East…’
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2022

Photo: Nablus at Night ©Michael Loadenthal CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

http://www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer
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SSUUPPPPOORRTT  TTHHEE  CCTTBBII  HHAARRDDSSHHIIPP  FFUUNNDD    

DONATE 
Please use the donate button on 

the website and email 
info@ctbi.org.uk to confirm the 

donation is for the Hardship Fund 

 

TThhee  CChhuurrcchheess  TTooggeetthheerr  iinn  BBrriittaaiinn  aanndd  IIrreellaanndd  ((CCTTBBII))  HHaarrddsshhiipp  FFuunndd was set up in 1990 
by the former Churches Commission for International Students to assist full-time 
international students, irrespective of their race, gender or religion, who are already 
in Britain and Ireland and who are facing unexpected financial hardship during the 
last six months of their course.  

Awards of up to £1,000 are only made to students without fee debt and where a 
small grant will enable them to complete their course and graduate, there after 
returning to their home country.  All grants are made at the discretion of the 
Hardship Fund Committee and administered ecumenically on the basis of agreed 
criteria.  

TThhee  HHaarrddsshhiipp  FFuunndd  iiss  nnooww  ffaacciinngg  aa  sseevveerree  sshhoorrttaaggee ooff  ffuunnddss as the demand for grants 
has increased dramatically during the past 12 months. In particular, international 
students have been hard hit by the closure of hospitality and retail businesses 
offering part-time work, by currency devaluations and the incapacity of sponsors in 
their home countries. 

Without additional donations, the Hardship Fund will not be able to support these 
students, who have often already faced many challenges to get to the UK to study.  

AAnnyy  ssuuppppoorrtt  hhoowweevveerr  ssmmaallll, would help ensure these students can graduate and 
return home to use their newfound expertise for the benefit of their home country. 

 

CTBI UPDATE - HARDSHIP FUND 

CTBI HARDSHIP FUND

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/3328#!/DonationDetails
mailto:info%40ctbi.org.uk?subject=
https://ctbi.org.uk/hardship-fund/


If you missed any of the webinars 
that Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland (CTBI) held over 
the last few months, they are all 
available to re-watch online. 

Join in with the conversations 
discussing racial justice issues, listen 
to the challenges linked to asylum and 
immigration suffered by refugees and 
other discussions debating current 
issues and concerns faced by churches 
and society in Britain and Ireland today. 

All webinars are led by an expert 
panel offering varied views across 
the subject in focus and the differing 
perspectives across the four nations.

Watch, listen, learn
HOME

The ‘Doing Justice: A Service of 
Reflection on the Anniversary of the 
murder of George Floyd’ brought 
together an array of senior Church 
leaders from Britain and Ireland 
calling for justice at this church service 
marking the first anniversary of the 
killing of George. Watch online and 
through the CTBI YouTube Channel. 

CTBI Podcasts
If you are not able to 
watch these recorded 
webinars, listen on 
the go through our 
Truth to Power 
podcast series, available on all the main 
podcast platforms. 
Find out more by clicking here.

Stay Connected
Subscribe to the CTBI Monthly 
Newsletter to receive the latest 
information, news and events  
directly to your inbox.  
To subscribe, click here.

I WILL REPAY: 
THE CHURCH AND REPARATIONS

WEDNESDAY 6 OCTOBER
7.30PM – 9.00PM
During this webinar, several of the keenest minds in the British and Caribbean churches 
will explore the issue of reparations, one of the most topical, yet misunderstood issues 
in both church and society.

Join Professor Robert Beckford, Eleasah Louis, Revd Ronald Nathan 
and Dionne Gravesande as they explore various perspectives and positions on 
reparations.

This webinar will be the first in a series of events that will explore how the church can 
be equipped to speak with confidence on reparations, and how Christian work around 
this issue can be solidified.

Register here to participate in what promises to be an evening of stimulating 
conversation.

REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE

ZOOM WEBINAR

https://ctbi.org.uk/category/resources/webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ctbimedia/featured
https://ctbi.org.uk/truth-to-power-podcast/
https://ctbi.org.uk/truth-to-power-podcast/
https://us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=343312f3ea3e4535c7abeff6e&id=e94acb8d57
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/4016312737373/WN_niVuhBqFTQiqR_RsG-7rFw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/4016312737373/WN_niVuhBqFTQiqR_RsG-7rFw
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CTBI STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

believe that Ecumenism is an urgent evangelical 
imperative. It is time we cease projecting the 

image of a dismembered Body of Christ, which is 
a counter-witness to the Good News we proclaim. 

The ecumenism we seek is dynamic and 
responsive not a monolith resulting from one 
powerful church swallowing the others, but a 

mega community composed of churches (local, 
national and international) that complement one 

another, each with its own historical identity, 
its unique tradition, its own doctrinal emphasis, 

and its particular worship form; in short, a 
pentecostal communion of communities that 

understand and speak one another’s language.

http://www.ctbi.org.uk
http://www.cytun.org.uk
http://www.irishchurches.org
http://www.cte.org.uk
http://www.acts-scotland.org

