
 

A prayer for use by Christians on Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 

 

Please invite the congregation to stand and to join in the words in bold. 

 

God of the past, present, and future, 

We remember today, 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz, the six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust, the 
millions of other victims of Nazi persecution, and all those who have been targeted and killed in subsequent 
genocides. 

We remember those who, having survived genocide, share their stories with us: 

We give thanks to You for the lessons of human stories, both in their suffering and in their joy.  

We remember those who stood up against injustice and saved lives: 

We give thanks to You for their example. 

Together we acknowledge the sacrifice of those that stood together with those who suffered during the Holocaust 
and other genocides.  

And we affirm that every life is loved by You and sacred.  

Yet, during the Holocaust too many failed to stand together with their neighbours. Oppression stains Your world and 
contradicts Your love. 

So we pray that You will inspire us now as we stand together on this day in the love that we know of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Let us commit to remembering: 

And glorify God in our words and actions. 

We make these prayers in the name of Christ Jesus who through His life, death, and resurrection, journeys with us 
into the eternal hope of Your truth and light.  

Amen.  

 

As Presidents of the Council of Christians and Jews (CCJ), and in respect of the 75th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz, we ask our churches to join in the use of this prayer on the Sunday closest to Holocaust Memorial Day 
2020.  

The Rt Hon and Most Revd Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 
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The Rt Revd Colin Sinclair, Moderator of the Church of Scotland 
The Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, Moderator of the Free Churches 


