
A magazine of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
Issue 2 Autumn 2019

China 
visit 
2019

Interview: 
Amanda 
Mukwashi, 
CEO, 
Christian Aid

Churches’ 
Refugee 
Network

The 
Children’s 
Ministry 
Network8 10 14 20

A magazine of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland A magazine of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

Issue_02.indd   1 24/10/2019   14:17



Welcome 3 
 
DIALOGUE
Common ground: 4
We need to step outside our comfort zones  
if we seek to be agents of reconciliation,  
transformation and justice…

Responding to antisemitism 5 

Book review: Her Faith Matters 5 

Setting your heart on fire: 6
Clare Amos introduces “Opening the Scriptures”:  
the CTBI Lent Course 2020

Challenges, Risks and Opportunities 7 
Towards a Christian Theological Understanding  
of Inter-religious Ritual Participation 

INTERNATIONAL
China visit 15-27 September 2019 8
An enriching experience 
Amity Press: 200 million Bibles!

INTERVIEW
Amanda Mukwashi 11 
Bob Fyffe interviews the CEO of Christian Aid

JUSTICE
Demystifying asylum 14
 
A stark contrast 15
By Bishop Jonathan Clark, Bishop of Croydon  
and Chair of Churches Refugee Network

Serious Youth Violence 16
A new joined-up approach to this tragic  
phenomenon is already making a difference

Churches of Sanctuary 16

Windrush Sunday 17

Unusual Kindness 17
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020

Longing to belong 18
Artist in Residence – Common Ground Exhibition/  
A Belonging Project

Sweet reminder 19
Revd Dr Simon Oxley, Facilitator at the Centre for 
Theology and Justice, reminds us that charity must  
be about more than simply responding to need

HOME
Companions on a journey: 20
Around the UK with the Children’s Ministry network 

UK Bossey Network 22

Meet the team 23

Contents

2

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
Interchurch House
35 Lower Marsh
London SE1 7RL

+44 (0) 20 3794 2288 (phone)
info@ctbi.org.uk
www.ctbi.org.uk

Design: 25 educational

© 2019 Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland

Registered charity no. 1113299 (England and Wales). Company limited by guarantee, registered no. 5661787.

Issue_02.indd   2 24/10/2019   14:17



3

Welcome to this second edition of the 
new CTBI magazine. This issue is once 
again full of reports about the great 
work being done by colleagues in CTBI 
who work in partnership with lots of 
church representatives across the four 
nations and beyond. 

I’m conscious that in this autumn 
season, with so much attention 
being rightly focused on our climate 
emergency, we should give thanks for 
the creation around us. It’s for that 
reason that we have focused the front 
page on the beautiful surroundings that 
we encounter. 

It is a huge pleasure and a privilege to share with you, a conversation I had 
with Amanda Mukwashi, the CEO of Christian Aid. In this conversation 
Amanda articulates a deeply Christian vision, not only for Christian Aid and the 
international aid community, but for the whole ecumenical movement. It is a 
conversation that I hope will have echoes for many months and years to come as 
we continue to grapple with the massive issues before us.

I’m also delighted we have been able to include a feature about the Children’s 
Ministry Network. This important and enthusiastic group come from most 
of our member churches and produce resources and training for children’s 
ministry. I know the dedicated work CMN carries out on behalf of the churches, 
often in a quiet unassuming way that understates the quality and importance of 
what they do. This Network exemplifies the kind of ecumenical work going on 
around the country day in day out, to serve our children, and resource them in a 
living exciting faith.

The articles on refugees, asylum and sanctuary should make us stop and 
consider how we can work more effectively together. These issues will only 
get worse as we realise the misery being inflicted on communities through 
continued conflict and climate change. The need to pull our resources and work 
together has never been greater and I hope the information we share can be an 
impetus to begin new work together.

As we think about standing together internationally, we realise that this is also 
something that affects us locally. The article on Serious Youth Violence and the 
churches initiatives around that need’s serious attention and support. Please 
consider how you can offer something into this important issue.

Over the last few weeks there has been celebration of a new Saint. St John 
Henry Newman was a man of great humility who emphasised, among other 
things, the importance of conscience. Hi motto has been “Heart speaks to 
heart”. There can be few better and more important sentiments than the 
way our hearts long for the heart of God. That longing and that journey is 
the journey into unity of heart and mind through the service of others. As we 
journey through the rest of this year into the next, may our journey be into that 
unity of life and witness.

Bob Fyffe
CTBI General Secretary 

Welcome

Registered charity no. 1113299 (England and Wales). Company limited by guarantee, registered no. 5661787.

44 member churches

collaborating with 
4 national ecumenical 

instruments  
(across England, Ireland Scotland, Wales)

working with 38 other 
ecumenical organisations

linked to 
8 charitable agencies

Over 70 news stories published 
on the CTBI website to date

500 Tweets and over  
100 Facebook posts

and many cups of tea …
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We need to step outside our comfort zones 
if we seek to be agents of reconciliation, 
transformation and justice…

Common Concern
DIALOGUE

Inter-faith engagement has 
become an important expression 
of the Christian vocation to be 
agents of change and reconciliation 
in the world. It urges us to reach out to 
those who see the world very differently 
to ourselves. In the Christian ecumenical 
dialogue, we seek to explore our unity in 
spite of those things that keep us apart. 
In the inter-religious encounter, we are 
not seeking “unity” in terms of common 
beliefs, although some common ground 
can be found, but rather to engage with 
one another as fellow human beings, 
with a common concern for the world, 
but with different views about the nature 
of God, faith and salvation. By engaging 
with different faiths, we participate in 
God’s reconciling work in the world.

Christian-Hindu engagement
Quite often in a Western context the 
focus is upon relations with Jews and 
Muslims. However, in June this year, 
CTBI in partnership with the St.Philip’s 
Centre in Leicester spent a day looking in 
greater depth Hindu-Christian dialogue, 
as a way of initiating some ongoing 
work with Hindu communities. This 
is important because, according to the 
2011 Census there are 817,000 Hindus 
in England and Wales, with 16,379 in 
Scotland which makes them the third 

largest religion in the UK after 
Christianity and Islam. In Ireland 

there is an estimated 14,300 
Hindus (0.3% of the population). 

The first half of the day was spent 
with local Hindus and included an 
informal discussion around scripture 
(loosely modeled on Scriptural 
Reasoning methodology), exploring 
themes of the spiritual significance 
of food and the status of the body 
after death. What this helped to 
illustrate was the significant difference 
between the world views of (Western) 
Christianity and Hinduism: The cyclical 
understanding of reality in Hinduism 
being contrasted with the linear 
understanding within Christianity. The 
Hindus we met on this occasion (both 
from the Vaishnavi tradition) wanted 
to stress the profoundly plural nature 
of Hinduism which was why it is not an 
overtly proselytizing faith. Pluralism is a 
key concept for Hindus and reflects their 
understanding of the nature of reality.

The second half of the day was a 
Christian only space and looked at some 
of the difficult issues within Hindu-
Christian dialogue. The first of these 
is the way in which Christians 
struggle with the most visual 
aspects of Hindu religious 
practice, the worship or 
veneration of statues which 
are believed to contain the 
essence of the deity. For 
Christians there is often 
a question of “idolatry” 
and whether Hinduism 

can be understood as a monotheistic 
faith or not. This discussion raised 
important questions as to how to 
maintain Christian integrity within a 
dialogical encounter whilst avoiding 
discourtesy. These challenges matter 
in all inter-religious encounters but 
is most pronounced with Hinduism 
because it often feels (visually and 
philosophically) significantly “other” 
and philosophically “a different 
country”. In addition, difficult issues 
around religious freedom, evangelism 
and caste were explored as these are 
matters that cause the most difficulty 
when dialoging with Hindus. 

A lot of ground was covered during 
this day and there are different aspects 
to the Hindu-Christian encounter, 
some of which are more difficult 
than others. It offered an important 
basis for building further work, 
yet it is also a reminder that inter-
religious encounters are enriching and 
challenging, exciting and sometimes 
difficult. It involves stepping outside our 
comfort zones, but a necessary thing if 
we seek to be agents of reconciliation, 
transformation and justice in the world. 

Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/christian-hindu-relations

7
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DIALOGUE

Responding  
to antisemitism

Bible is read and interpreted, and how 
Christians might view Jews in the light 
of current political events. 

Together, CTBI and CCJ are 
producing a guide for Christians who 
wish to understand antisemitism better, 
and how they might, together with their 
Jewish neighbours work to counter 
rising hate in our society. Some of the 
themes that will be covered will be 
scripture, covenant, Jesus and Israel 
and offering practical resources to help 
preachers and worship leaders. We will 
be launching the resource in the Spring 
of 2020. 

At the present time there is 
a concern about the rise in 
hate crimes against different 
minority groups, not least the rise of 
antisemitism. Rabbi Julia Neuberger 
has written recently of the growing 
sense of vulnerability within Jewish 
communities in the context of these 
troubling developments. Some have 
suggested that antisemitism is like the 
“canary in the coal mine” – alluding 
to the practice of using a caged canary 
in coal mines to detect the presence of 
carbon monoxide – that antisemitism 
is the first indication that something 
is wrong in society, that racism and 
hate crime are on the rise. Whilst this 
image is criticized, not least because the 
canaries always died in the presence of 
carbon monoxide, it reminds us that, in 
the European context, antisemitism is 
the primal racism that usually leads to 
other racisms and hatreds. 

As Christians it is right that we 
unequivocally oppose all forms of 
antisemitism, yet we carry with us a 

long tradition where the Church has 
taught that Christianity has replaced 
Judaism, and even blamed Jews for 
the death of Jesus. The reading of 
the Gospels during Holy Week can 
be troubling for many, with verses 
such as “let his blood be on us and 
on our children!” (Matthew 27.25), 
or some hymns that express anti-
Jewish sentiment. This tradition of 
anti-Judaism has contributed to the 
appalling treatment of Jews down the 
centuries, and ultimately the Holocaust 
itself. 

In the light of these disturbing 
realities in our society at the present 
time, Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland (CTBI) and the Council 
of Christians and Jews (CCJ) have 
together been reflecting on what we 
can do about this, as Christians and 
Jews together. Key to this is trying to 
understand antisemitism, where it 
comes from and how it can still persist 
in the inherited language of liturgy and 
hymns, through the way in which the 

This collection of essays, edited by 
The Revd Bonnie Evans-Hills, uses 
the voice of women themselves in 
sharing their strength, and their 
creative delivery among communities 
through forming and sustaining 
interfaith relationships. Although the 
depth and theological significance of 
their work is often dismissed, women 
persist in doing this and in doing it 

well. This is often at greater depth than 
perceived from the outside, forming 
strong bonds of familial friendship and 
support. 

This diverse collection of many voices 
impels the reader to heed the crucial role 
of women in creating peace, speaking for 
justice and resisting violence, as well as 
their key part in leadership, protest and 
challenging institutions. 

Working across faiths, these 
positive insights inspire courage and 
resilience in the face of increasing 
polarisation. These stories are rooted 
in sound theological and scriptural 
understanding. 

The book concludes with an 
exploration of why, despite many 
barriers, women of faith persist, 
nevertheless. 

Her Faith Matters: 
Making Women’s Interfaith Voices Heard
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DIALOGUE

What biblical text sets your heart 
on fire? That is the question that is at 
the ‘heart’ of the Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland (CTBI) Lent course 
for 2020 – “Opening the Scriptures”. 
This phrase is drawn from one of the 
most evocative and treasured New 
Testament episodes – the account 
of a mysterious stranger who meets 
two people journeying on the road to 
Emmaus, whose identity is eventually 
revealed as the three of them break 
bread together (Luke 24.13-38). After 
the realisation dawns that their fellow 
traveller was none other than Jesus 
himself, the two disciples say to each 
other: ‘Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us 
on the road, while he was opening 

the scriptures to us?’ As Luke tells 
the story, while the three of them had 
been journeying together, in response 
to the grief of his fellow travellers, the 
unknown Jesus responded to them by 
‘opening the scriptures’, “Beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures.”

So, taking this biblical story as its 
starting point the course invites us to 
‘open the scriptures’ today and to read 
them with both our hearts and our 
heads. Indeed, the power of scripture 
has always been partly that we need to 
draw on ‘the eyes of our hearts’ to help 
explore its full meaning. (Ephesians**). 
There will be opportunities and 
encouragement during the course for 

those participating to share what are the 
particular biblical passages that make 
their own hearts ‘burn within them’. 

The encounter
We are also going to focus on some 
key biblical passages, in both the Old 
Testament and the New, which have 
long spoken to believers – and others – 
with a particular frisson. Appropriately 
perhaps, given the symbol of ‘fire’ we 
begin with the encounter with God 
through a burning bush; we then draw 
on passages which speak about creation, 
about God’s face and the need for 
reconciliation, about sorrow and joy, 
and love and sacrifice. 

In choosing these passages we are 
wanting to share the great story of 
the Bible as a whole: the promise of 
a God who is both mysterious and 
uncontrollable, yet also chooses to 
be graciously present to his human 
creation and who cherishes this world 
in which we have been set as stewards; 
whose own face is turned to us in love 
and compassion, encouraging us to 
share a similar ‘face’ with one another; 
who is the companion both of our 
sorrows and our joys; who through 
being the embodiment of love teaches 
us the deep truth about the relationship 
between love and sacrifice. 

Dr Clare Amos introduces “Opening the 
Scriptures”: the CTBI Lent Course 2020

Setting your 
heart on fire

As I began to draw 
together ideas and 
themes for this 
course, I asked friends 
and contacts which 
biblical passages made 
their hearts burn. Here are some 
of their answers. What makes your 
hearts burn?
• Supposing him to be the gardener.
• And at once the cock crowed.
• Jesus wept
• I set before you life and death, 

choose life
• All things work together for good for 

those who love God
• And Sarah laughed
• “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 

not do what I tell you?”
• Where were you when I laid the 

foundations of the earth...?
• Let justice roll down like waters
• Fear not for I am with you ...
• I have called you by name
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Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/interfaith

Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/lent

DIALOGUE

Can Christians participate in the 
rituals and practices of other 
religions such as Vedic chanting 
or Buddhist meditation?  What are 
the challenges, risks and opportunities 
of such participation?  And who decides 
the boundaries of liturgical and ritual 
practice?  

Should Christians celebrate Passover 
Seders? Can rituals and practices from 
one religion be imported into another? 
What are the relationships between 
liturgical practice and religious identity? 
What are the benefits and the limits of 
liturgical hospitality?  

What are the ritual or liturgical 
challenges of pastoral care for 
interreligious families? Can we pray, 
worship, meditate together, across 
religious traditions? What is best 
practice for civic occasions with input 
from different faith communities? 

These are some of the questions 
being considered in an exciting and 
ground-breaking conference being 
organised by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland’s (CTBI) Inter Faith 
Theological Advisory Group (IFTAG) in 
Renfield St Stephen’s Church, Glasgow, 
from 3rd to 5th March 2020. The location 
is significant because the conference 
was prompted by the controversy 
surrounding the Qur’anic recitation 
during the Epiphany Eucharist at St 
Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral in Glasgow 
in January 2017. IFTAG did some work 
reflecting on some of the underlying 
issues, resulting in a briefing paper 
being published in 2018 (and available 
on the website). The paper recognised 
the growing importance of this area 
of interfaith activity and the need to 
explore the topic further. Consequently, 
the aim of the conference is to explore a 
range of situations in which members of 
faith communities cross the boundaries 
between their traditions to engage in 
the practices of another tradition or to 
share in liturgical / ritual activity with 
members of other faiths. 

The primary purpose of the 
conference is to resource member 

churches of CTBI by opening up a 
‘theologically-focused’ conversation 
between academics and practitioners 
reflecting on experience, practice 
and underlying principles. As well 
as supporting practitioners and 
policymakers, we also hope to advance 
the scholarly conversation in this 
growing and important field of study. 

There are three keynote speakers: 
Professor Marianne Moyaert from Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam, who has made 
significant contributions in this field; 
The Rt Revd Dr Michael Ipgrave, Bishop 
of Lichfield, who has vast experience 
and expertise in inter-faith relations; 
and Dr Rose Drew, who is Director of 
Interfaith Glasgow and an expert in 
dual religious belonging. The rest of the 
conference will be structured around 
pre-selected papers and presentations 
from participants, including reflections 
on practice, short papers, work in 
progress presentations and brief case 
studies. If you would like to consider 
presenting, more details and the call 
for papers can be found here: ctbi.org.
uk/inter-religious-conference-call-for-
papers/. But, whether presenting or not, 
we’d love to see you there for this very 
important conversation. 

This is in fact the foundational 
story of Holy Week itself, for which 
the weeks of Lent are the preparation 
– so an especially appropriate theme 
for Christian people to explore 
together during the Lenten season. 
It is the essential message that Jesus 
himself was seeking to share with his 
companions on that first Emmaus 
journey. We will use music and art as 
well as words in our exploration, for 
they can help the Bible speak to hearts 
as well as minds.

Year of the Word
A number of churches in Britain and 
Ireland are keeping 2020 as ‘the Year 
of the Word’, so this course, with its 
focus on scripture, will be an ideal 
resource for the coming Lent. But it 
is hoped that Christians from many 
different churches will find this course 
stimulating and challenging, reminding 
us that our need to ‘open the scriptures’ 
is both a duty and a joy for all. And as 
a course offered by Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland, the primary 
ecumenical instrument drawing 
together Christians in these islands, we 
hope that it will provide an opportunity 
for sharing insights about the different 
ways that the Bible is used in the 
worship, prayer and life of our churches. 

It has been an honour to have been 
asked to develop this course, and 
though not without trepidation, I have 
very much enjoyed working on it. I 
thank those who were brave enough to 
have confidence in me! Luke’s retelling 
of the journey to Emmaus has long been 
one the biblical passages that makes 
my own heart burn, for it seems to me 
to encapsulate the story of our whole 
journey with God, as individuals and as 
the people of God. It is of course telling 
that it was in the course of an act of 
hospitality, of sharing food together, 
that the disciples’ eyes were opened to 
recognise Jesus, and that they finally 
realised the full truth of his earlier 
opening of the scriptures to them. One 
of the glories of the Emmaus story is 
the way that it invites us to participate 
in and continue the event of Easter, to 
become instruments for its re-telling in 
our world today. What will we discover 
if we open the scriptures with freshly 
opened eyes?

Challenges, Risks  
and Opportunities 
Towards a Christian Theological Understanding 
of Inter-religious Ritual Participation
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INTERNATIONAL

From 1987 to 2019 the Amity 
Printing Company has produced 
200 million Bibles with over 60% 
of them produced for sale in mainland 
China. The rest are for sale and 
readership elsewhere in the world. 
Imagine that? How marvellous!

In the 1980s many Christian believers 
in China could not afford to buy a Bible, 
nor were there many places where they 
could purchase one. Some people copied 
the Bible by hand, word by word, in order 
to have a copy of their own. To address 
this need the Amity Printing Company 
was formed. The Amity Foundation, a 
voluntary organisation set up in 1985 by 

200 million Bibles!

China Visit 2019

Christine Elliott describes “an amazing 
gift to the Christian world”…

Chinese Christians joined with the United 
Bible Societies (a British based association 
of 145 national Bible Societies), to build a 
printing press on the outskirts of Nanjing 
in what was farmland, and it employed 
people from the locality to work in the 
factory. In 1987 the first Bibles came 
off the press. They were affordable and 
accessible. A network of distribution was 
set up across the country and the Bibles 
sold like hot cakes!    

This factory continued to produce 
Bibles until 2008 when the capacity of 
the factory was too limited and new one 
was built so that it could accommodate 
more printing presses so that they could 

print 18 million copies of the Bible every 
year. 

The Bible is produced in Mandarin 
and 10 ethnic languages for the home 
market and in languages from all across 
the world; Spanish, Yoruba, Afrikaans, 
French to name a very few. Moreover, 
they have produced more than 83,000 
Bibles in braille. The braille Bible is 
produced in 32 volumes and sells for 1 
Yuan per volume even though each set 
costs well over 2,400 yuan. 

Amity Printing is a social enterprise 
and therefore it aims to provide 
affordable Bibles without compromising 
on quality. In the beginning all Bible-
quality fine paper was imported, now it 
is produced in China and is respected as 
a very good quality Bible paper.

As an employer, Amity strives to be 
excellent providing good salaries, paying 
social insurance, offering dormitory 
accommodation, food and a recreation 
centre. They have a significant number 
of long serving staff, some since its 
opening.

In addition, they are looking at 
environmental issues making sure their 
ink and waste management meet and 
exceed national standards. 

I have visited the printing press on 
several occasions and each time I feel a 
frisson of excitement at the amazing gift 
this is to the Christian world. To watch 
one Bible a second come off the press is 
utterly extraordinary – at the click of a 
finger I can see a Bible roll off the press 
and know that someone, somewhere in 
China will be reading this book soon. 
What a gift to the world!
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Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/china

INTERNATIONAL

In September 2019, eight people 
from Britain and Ireland gathered 
in Shanghai to visit with the China 
Christian Council – Three Self 
Patriotic Movement (CCC/TSPM) in 
four cities; Shanghai, Nanjing, Xi’an, 
and Beijing. We did not know each other 
beforehand and we came from three of 
the four nations of Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland (CTBI), (sadly 
two others were not able to participate 
in the visit at the last minute and if 
they had not been prevented, we would 
have come from all four nations!). We 
represented the Church of England, 
Baptist Union of Great Britain, Church of 
Scotland, Methodist Church in Britain, 
Methodist Church in Ireland and the 
Salvation Army, and Eco-Congregations 
Scotland, six women and two men. 
We travelled with two questions; what 
and how is Sinification of Christianity 
being addressed in the churches? And, 
how is the Church responding to the 
Government’s call for environmental 
protection and climate justice?

What a rich visit we had, we met with 
environmental activists, theological 
educators at two seminaries, elder care 
staff and residents, people with learning 
difficulties staffing a bakery, the Amity 
Printing Press, a congregation with a 
volunteer group of over 1000 who work 
with migrant workers some of whom 

A very warm 
reception
…and an enriching 
experience

are affected by HIV/AIDS and who have 
been reduced to undignified means of 
earning money to send home to their 
families. 

In Shanghai we had a very warm 
reception from Revd Kan Baoping, 
Vice Chair of the National Committee 
of the TSPM, and previously the 
General Secretary of the CCC. He 
had been in Britain in June 2019 
for a week and gave an address at 
the day conference on China held at 
Queen’s College Birmingham. While in 
Shanghai we visited the flagship power 
station, Waigaoqiao with impressive 
environmentally friendly statistics. 
On the middle Sunday we had the 
privilege of worshiping with one 
of the congregations in the Nanxin 
Street Church in Xi’an. This church 
was established in 1914 by the Baptist 
missionary, Hudson Taylor, covering 
an area five times bigger than when it 
was returned to the Christians in the 
1980s. We met at the second service of 
the day and had to wait while over 500 
people filed out of the church before we 
could enter and at the end of our service 
another congregation of a similar 
number were waiting to fill our seats.

There was one further service that 
day – meaning that over 2000 people 
worship each Sunday. It was our great 
honour to be presented with a rubbing 
of the famous Nestorian Tablet which 
records the coming of Christianity to 
China in the 700s. We visited the Stele 
later in the day.

There is something wonderfully 
enriching about worshipping God in a 
language unknown to oneself.
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Bob: The narrative around development and aid have 
developed quite considerably in recent years. How do 
you understand the changes that are taking place in 
the field at the moment?

Amanda: Big question. I think the need for aid itself 
unfortunately hasn’t changed. Statistics show there are still 
800 million people living in extreme poverty. Climate change 
is having a devastating impact globally. The countries that 
we hoped would be in a better position to be able to help 
their own citizens still cannot do so fully. In that sense, for 
aid that is targeted at those living in extreme poverty in the 
hardest to reach areas, it is perhaps even more difficult than 
before. 

What is changing for me is the nature of poverty itself. Before 
today we used to talk about the basic needs such as health and 
education, and although we are still looking at these things, 
we are also looking at it more broadly, through the lens of 
injustice. And what you see is a certain group of people across 
the world who no matter how hard they try, the systems are 
stacked against them because the systems are created to serve 
the interests of the few. 

In a way one could argue that capitalism has not delivered for 
the poorest, for those in extreme poverty. When you look at 
the economic systems and the big transnational corporations, 
you could argue that they are above the law. They are focused 
on profits, and depending on which country you go to, they do 
not respect the rules and no one can challenge them. So, when 
you have a country that isn’t strong in terms of its governance 
the chance is that transnationals will go in and do whatever 
they want to do. 

Keeping people poor or getting them just above the poverty 
line is really just getting them above the line to survive. We 
should be talking about getting people from a position of 
extreme poverty to a position where they can thrive, and 
thriving is not about just surviving. Thriving is about dignity, 
it is about wellbeing, it is about living in harmony with our 
shared planet, with our shared home. 

Bob: Would you agree that part of what is happening 
today with populist leaders, is the way in which they 
are using and manipulating disharmony in order to 
take power? So you will see many leaders around the 
world who are ‘othering’ people who, particularly the 
poor, like refugees who are painted as a threat or as 
the ‘other’ who are going to take away our identity, 
our prosperity, and that somehow the political 
classes of the moment are described as being the 
elites, the out of touch people. Doesn’t that create 
a vacuum where ordinary citizens then feel under 
threat and go for right and populist governments?

Amanda: I ask myself why are the populist leaders “winning” 
and why are they gaining momentum? We can’t say they don’t 
have momentum, because they do and there is a large number 
of people who are supporting them. Part of that question 
has to be ‘what did we get wrong’ and ‘did we contribute’ as 
development practitioners or as people in the middle? Did we 
contribute to creating this new momentum where they felt 
they have to be resistant? That 
is a question that, especially 
as people of faith, we have to 
ask ourselves and introspect. 
What these leaders do is tap 
into that discontentment 
and point fingers at issues 
such as migration. They find 
scapegoats and then it becomes 
a vicious circle. You feed that 
to the people and then signpost 
migrants as the problem. 
This phenomenon is not just 
in this country. You can go to different countries and you 
see historically whenever things go bad it is easier to look at 
the ‘other’ and say they have come to get our jobs. It is up to 
leadership to let that thrive or to stop it. 

Bob: I’m also wondering about the place of faith 
in all of that. There are many populist leaders who 
are using a faith ‘card’ and I wonder what you think 

CTBI General Secretary Bob Fyffe interviews Amanda Mukwashi, 
CEO of Christian Aid. With over 20 years’ experience, Amanda has 
extensive knowledge and expertise in working to alleviate poverty, 
injustice and inequality, with a special focus on women’s leadership, 
civic engagement and volunteering.

Interview: 
Amanda Mukwashi

INTERVIEW

“I ask myself why are the 
populist leaders “winning” 

and why are they gaining 
momentum?… Part of 

that question has to be 
‘what did we get wrong’ 

and ‘did we contribute’ as 
development practitioners 

or as people in the 
middle?”
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more and more. When you go to Latin America you see it, you 
go to Africa you see it and even in the Middle East you see 
it. I think that it also affects the churches and other religious 
institutions. Maybe we get to the same conclusion about the 
fact that we are not having the conversations that we need 
to be having. In some instances, I think we have become 
complacent because we are sitting at the same table as those 
that make the policies. If you have invested hugely in your 
portfolios, whichever church you are in, if you have invested 
them in fossil fuels for example it becomes very difficult for 
you to step away from that table and say fossil fuels are bad. I 
think we are now at a time when trying to unpick that is going 
to leave some damage because the clothes have been woven so 
closely together, they have become interwoven. 

Bob: So the conversations that you’re asking us to 
have or inviting us to join across the churches, are 
ones focused on building strong communities that 
are open reconciling communities. Is that the dream 
that you have?

Amanda: Let me describe a bit more what I mean. I recently 
went to St Paul’s Cathedral to listen to Bishop Michael Curry, 
who was visiting the UK at the start of Black History Month. 
He talked about the forgotten Jesus of Nazareth and he really 
provoked my thought process, because he said we think of 
Jesus Christ and the message of Christ as this mythical figure 
or icon that you can’t quite get your hands on and we are very 
comfortable with that because he is somewhere else, out there. 
He said we have taken Jesus of Nazareth out of Jesus Christ 
so when you think of Jesus of Nazareth, he was a disrupter, 
peacefully, but he was a disrupter. He was somebody that 
defied the convention and he taught how to look at a human 
being as the ultimate creation that God made, not things 
around the human being. The challenge is can we bring Jesus 
of Nazareth back into our faith? So, to answer your question, 
I would really like to see, at least as far as the relationship is 
with Christian Aid, churches not just working together with 
us in terms of supporting us and in terms of giving money 
and resources but going beyond that and really looking at the 
things that are not right in the world. The injustice that means 
in order for me to have the life I have, someone else is made 
poorer. The ‘Jubilee Debt Campaign’ was successful because 
of churches. They came together and said what is the bigger 
calling that we have. For me, that is the conversation that 
we need to have. And let’s not just have it on issues like tax 
injustice or climate emergency or extreme poverty, but let’s 
also have them to help lead us to unity, peace and the healing 
which is needed. 

I keep coming back to this healing peace because my daughter 
shared with me an African proverb, which said ‘the child who 
is not embraced by the village will burn it down to feel its 
warmth’. 

For me what that proverb is talking about is the child that is 
not embraced, in a way the child that is broken, will burn the 
village to get its warmth, right? What do you expect from a 
world that is truly broken the way it is at the moment? There 
is definitely a role for us as faith organisations and as people 
of faith. This is perhaps our Esther time. The time where if we 

about that? There are also a number of studies that 
have made clear that members of churches are just as 
conflicted and are fairly representative of the general 
population. That’s not just in this country but around 
the world. How do you feel about that and how do we, 
together, begin to address some of those issues?

Amanda: What the economic systems and policies have 
done, if you look at conflict, if you look at violence, if you look 
at different pieces that have come together over a number of 
generations, we see we have a broken society. That is my take. 
I think we have broken economic systems that have created 
broken communities. The role of faith has been, rather than 
to unite, mend, heal and reconcile, faith has been used as 
an instrument for creating that brokenness. Particularly as 
people of faith, we have to look to institutions and ask the 
question, what did WE do? I want to separate faith from the 
faith institutions. Because many times we hear that religion 
is bad because ‘this’ is what it has done. But it is not faith 
that is part of the problem, it is the institutions that we have 

established because they have 
been operating on the same 
rules and principles as any 
other secular institution and 
they operate on the basis of 
power and money. We try to 
retrofit God into our power and 
money policies and ways of 
being rather than the other way 
round. Faith needs to come 
back into religious institutions. 

We also need to be an instrument of healing because the 
world does need collective healing and we need to be an open 
community ready to heal, ready to love. Now that sounds big 
but I think conceptually we need to understand that that is 
what God would have us do. That is our purpose. That is the 
purpose of faith. 

Bob: Would you agree that the churches that are 
sponsors of Christian Aid, as well as being members 
of CTBI, have become at this point more fearful than 
they have been for a very long time? More fearful 
about their own survival? More inward-looking 
and introspective because of changes in their own 
structures and so on, and therefore less able to join 
in, have less capacity and are less confident to join in 
those conversations?

Amanda: I don’t know if I would describe it as more fearful, 
and maybe I’m not in a good position to be able to make that 
judgement, but I definitely know that especially when it comes 
to the traditional churches, they are faced with some of the 
same challenges in terms of resources for them to actually do 
their work. I think that is challenging. The number of people 
that are coming through the doors, I think that is challenging. 
Has that made them more fearful? I don’t know. Has that 
limited their ability to have the dialogues that are needed? 
Again, I don’t know. Those I have spoken to want to go beyond 
having merely transactional relationships about those issues 
that really matter. I think that by and large, yes there is a 
shrinking civil society space, politically we have seen that 

INTERVIEW

We also need to be an 
instrument of healing 
because the world does 
need collective healing 
and we need to be an open 
community ready to heal, 
ready to love.
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are going to be counted and respected as people of faith. And 
if we are to be trusted, then we cannot be lukewarm. In fact, if 
you remember in the Book of Revelation, God said ‘I will spit 
you out because you are lukewarm’ and we have reached that 
moment when we cannot be ashamed of the Gospel. Standing 
up and being able to show that compassion and that love, we 
must be just, we must be repentant, we must look to reconcile, 
that is what our role is. That is the added value that we bring 
to the world? 

Bob: So you have been at Christian Aid one and a half 
years, and you’ve been in many places around the 
world representing Christian Aid. What are the one 
or two most hopeful things that you have seen as the 
CEO of Christian Aid? What are the things that have 
lifted your heart and you have said “Thanks be to 
God”? 

Amanda: It has always been a joy to go to see our work in 
other countries. Ethiopia was an amazing experience for me 
because when I looked around those villages, those places, 
there was very little to be happy about. Genuinely the land 
looked barren, no trees, no nothing and yet women were 
talking and the lady chosen to speak to me on their behalf 
said because of the work they do with Christian Aid she isn’t 
worried. She was expecting a baby, and even though her due 
date was coming up she knew her children would be taken 
care of because the ‘sisters’ around her would be there to 
make sure they went to school or were cared for if they fell 
ill. Because they had been together in this social group that 
Christian Aid had helped them set up, like a self-help group. 
They were singing and dancing and they were happy. We 

talked about climate change, and they said, well we can see no 
water, the drought, and they said they know that they didn’t 
cause that, and we explained how that phenomena works. 
You would have expected them to be angry. No, there was 
no anger. If that spirit could be packaged and be something 
that was contagious to others, maybe, just maybe, we could 
start changing. I’ve had many moments like this. I remember 
going to Sao Paulo with our chair Dr Rowan Williams and 
seeing homeless people. I went into one of the homes and it 
was a small room where the mother, father and four children 
lived, and I asked how they managed. The mother looked at 
me with a smile and she said, you know we help each other 
in solidarity. We share what we can share, but ultimately, we 
know that God is with us. And I just cried because I could 
not believe how big their hearts were and I understood 
when the Bible says blessed are the poor in spirit. I looked 
at these people and thought to myself, they have understood 
something about life that we have yet to understand. 

There have been some really extraordinary moments. We have 
amazing staff who feel very deeply about this work and are 
hugely committed.

For many people who work for Christian Aid, this is not just 
a job – I am continually in awe of their commitment and 
passion – there is such commitment.

INTERVIEW

Cycling race in Kisi, Burkina Faso, to celebrate International 
Women’s Day. Photo: Amy Sheppey/Christian Aid

Find out more at 
christianaid.org.uk
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On Monday 30 September 2019, 
the Churches’ Refugee Network 
(CRN) hosted a groundbreaking 
meeting at St Andrew’s Church, 
London on United Kingdom’s 
current asylum system. The 
gathering included key personnel from 
the Home Office who spoke to a packed 
audience from across the four nations, 
about the asylum system’s values, 
working practices and engagement with 
clients. 

The CRN, which encourages 
churches in Britain and Ireland to 
confidently engage with all issues linked 
to asylum, immigration and refugees, 
invited Home Office staff to its meeting 
to help demystify a system that can 
often be befuddling for those applying 
for asylum. At the meeting’s outset, the 
Home Office civil servants mentioned 
that this forum was a first for them, 
and they indicated that they were keen 

to listen to attendees’ concerns and 
suggestions. 

After the civil servants’ presentation, 
three asylum seekers spoke movingly 
about their experiences of the system, 
which at times appeared at odds with 
the Home Office portrayal of the service. 
During the later panel discussion, 
contributions from colleagues from 
Scotland and Ireland enabled attendees 
to assess the degree to which the 
system differed in the various nations. 
Collectively, the panelists spoke about 
their experiences of asylum, and the 
ways they thought it could be improved 
for users, as well as those supporting 
them. Finally, the floor was opened to 
the room with many keen to question 
the civil servants on the points they 
raised during their presentation. 

While all conversations remained 
polite and to the point, it became 
apparent that many users believed 

Demystifying 
asylum

the asylum system was ‘unnecessarily 
confusing’ and ‘unfriendly to the point 
of being hostile’. On several occasions 
it was pointed out that for those who 
are new to the country and often 
struggling with English, the system’s 
requisite bureaucracy and tardiness in 
decision-making, proved frustrating and 
disheartening. 

However, there was universal 
agreement that the civil servants’ 
presence provided faces and names to a 
system that is often bereft of both. 

For their part, the civil servants 
welcomed all suggestions and 
recognized the roles of churches and 
para church groups in making the 
system fairer at the point of use. It was 
agreed that members of the CRN will 
meet with Home Office staff to discuss 
how best to take forward some of the 
outstanding matters raised during the 
meeting.
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A stark contrast

In the summer I enjoyed an 
exhausting and wonderful week’s 
holiday in New York. While there, 
we took a boat trip which included 
a close up view of the Statue of 
Liberty and of Ellis Island, for 
many years the entry point for 
immigrants to the United States. 

Unlike those of so many, our 
journeys were safe and uneventful, with 
only the briefest of checks at passport 
control. 

During Refugee Week, which was 
16-23 June 2019, the contrast between 
the ease with which I can travel, as a 
white, middle-class British citizen, and 
the barriers which are placed in the way 
of others, could not be starker. 

For some it is knowing that your skin 
colour, or passport, or place of birth, 
mean that you are always more likely to 
be stopped and interrogated; for others 
it is the still worse situation of being 

prevented from crossing borders at all 
– unable to leave oppressive regimes 
or theatres of war, or stuck as asylum 
seekers confronted with fences, yes, but 
even worse, the hostility and fear of the 
country in which you are seeking refuge. 

The Churches’ Refugee Network 
exists in order to bring together 
representatives of the churches and 
Christian charities in giving expression 
to a part of the calling of all Christians. 
Caring about, and caring for asylum 
seekers, is not a specialist interest for 
those who like that sort of thing. 

It has at its heart the recognition 
of the face of Jesus Christ in those 
who are most oppressed, ignored and 
dehumanised in the world’s eyes. 
Whether or not an individual’s claim for 
refugee status is justified in law, they 
are a child of God and God demands of 
us that we treat them with respect and 
dignity. 

Nations across the world are putting 
up barriers. President Trump’s wall 
is famous, but the UK has its own, a 
network of forbidding barriers at Calais. 

In Ireland, communities are praying 
that barriers will not re-appear between 
Northern Ireland and the Republic, 
with the potential for renewed conflict 
that they might bring. But politicians, 
famously, respond to what will bring 
them votes. 

If there were no barriers of fear in 
our own hearts, the cry of ‘keep them 
out!’ would not win votes. “Perfect 
love casts out fear”: let us pray for the 
gift of Christ’s love in ourselves, in our 
communities and between the nations.

By Bishop Jonathan Clark, Churches’ Refugee Network

Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/crn
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Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/churches-
standing-together

Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland (CTBI) has spent the last 
six months coordinating the churches’ 
work tackling serious youth violence 
(SYV). Aware that SYV is now a tragic 
phenomenon impacting the four 
nations, I have met with colleagues in 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland to find out 
how they are responding to this crisis. 

In the case of Glasgow, much 
efficacious work, a lot involving the 
churches, has led to a marked reduction 
in SYV. With this being the case, it 
is important that any successes from 
the Glasgow experience are learnt and 
adapted with various caveats.  

Lament and Celebration
In partnership with the the Ascension 
Trust (a national, para-church agency 
responsible for the Street Pastors 
initiative), the Diocese of Southwark 
and London City Mission, CTBI formed 
the Standing Together coalition which 
aimed to raise awareness among the 
churches of SYV and provide ways in 
which they can address it. Having met 
with a number of key London church 
leaders at a Prayer Breakfast chaired by 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols and the Bishop 
of London, Sarah Mullally, the group 
organised a National Day of Prayer and 
Action on London’s Trafalgar Square on 

Saturday 6 April 2019. The rally included 
elements of lament (standing alongside 
families who had lost loved ones to 
SYV), as well as celebration (lauding 
the myriads of young people who are 
the next generation of lawyers, doctors, 
teachers and preachers), and featured 
all the key leaders from the CTBI 
sponsoring churches. 

CTBI has been tasked to develop 
an online resource, with a searchable 
database, which captures all the groups, 
resources and activities that are linked 
to combatting SYV in this country. 
At the moment, there is nothing 
available that carries out this role, and 
this website will ensure that there is 
a ‘joined-up’, cohesive aspect to the 
churches work in this important task. 

The website will be launched 
at an event in London in February 
2020, which will bring together SYV 
practitioners and churches, allowing the 
latter an opportunity to find out how they 
can get more involved in efforts to end 
SYV. Equally, it will include businesses, 
funders, police, universities etc, ensuring 
that there is a joined up, multiagency 
response to the work to end SYV.

JUSTICE

Serious Youth Violence 
Richard Reddie discusses the new joined-up 
approach to this tragic phenomenon which is 
already making a difference

Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/church-of-sanctuary

The work to encourage churches 
to become places of sanctuary 
gathers apace with a number of 
churches in London, Bristol and 
Birmingham engaged in the process of 
becoming churches of sanctuary, while 
Derby Cathedral, and Christchurch 
Cathedral Dublin designated Cathedrals 
of Sanctuary (it takes around a year 
for a church to become a Church of 
Sanctuary.)

Indeed, Revd Dr Inderjit Bhogal, 
who pioneered the initial City of 
Sanctuary movement, has spent the last 
nine months travelling the highways 
and byways of these islands encouraging 
greater interest and take-up of the 
programme. The ‘Hostile Environment’, 
coupled with Brexit and concerns 
over immigration, have made some 
churches hostile to the idea of offering 
sanctuary and a warm welcome to the 
most vulnerable in our society. For 
Inderjit, hospitality is the counterpoint 
to hostility and when churches are 
engaged in a discussion about the Bible, 
sanctuary and hospitality, the vast 
majority see that such antagonism runs 
contrary to the Christian scriptures. 

New Sanctuary website
One of our primary means of 
disseminating information has been 
our new, designated website, which 
was launched in mid-May, and which 
captures all the work of Church of 
Sanctuary. This resource is information-
rich and includes criteria and guidelines 
for becoming a Church of Sanctuary.
The website also contains materials for 
Sanctuary Church Sunday (SCS), which 
took place on 23 June 2019. Services 
on the day took place in Birmingham, 
Chester and Dublin, while others are 
planned for Cardiff and Edinburgh. 
Although the June date is the selected 
one for this event, SCS services can take 
place any time of the year. As well as 
services, there will be conferences that 
explore the theological aspects of Church 
of Sanctuary in Scotland, Wales and 
Ireland in early 2020.

Churches of 
Sanctuary 
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Find out more at 
ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer

Unusual Kindness
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity     
Jesus prayed that his disciples 
might be one, that the world might 
believe (John 17.21), and this has 
been the foundation of the ecumenical 
movement, that finds its expression with 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
(WPCU). This is traditionally marked 18-
25 January although in many parts of the 
Global South this happens at Pentecost. 
We join with the world-wide church to 
pray for the visible unity of all Christians, 
so that the world might be transformed 
by our shared Christian witness. 

Our theme for 2020 comes to us 
from the churches of Malta, who have 
drawn on the Acts of the Apostle’s 
account of St. Paul’s shipwreck on 
Malta, on his journey to Rome where 
he would face trial and his ultimate 
execution. This vivid story takes us 

through the fear of his fellow prisoners 
and captors in the midst of a violent 
storm to the experience of hospitality 
offered by the people of Malta after 
they are shipwrecked. This hospitality 
is described as “unusual kindness” 
(Acts 28.1) and is the very heart of these 
reflections on Christian unity. 

Through the worship service and 
resources for the eight days of the 
WPCU, we are invited to reflect upon 
how our call to unity is in the context of 
a turbulent world, how we are called to 
being on a journey with one another, in 
spite of all the things that divide, make 
us uncomfortable with one another, the 
things are perplex and or create barriers 
between us. We are called to exercise 
“unusual kindness” to one another, 
because in doing so we learn how to 

There was a time when the term 
‘Windrush’ was the preserve 
of Britain’s Black community 
and marked as part of the Black 
History Month celebrations every 
October. 

The Windrush Scandal of 2018 
saw the issue escalate to national 
prominence as those hailing from 
the Commonwealth (with a right to 
live in this country) were deported, 
threatened with deportation or lost their 
livelihoods, as a result of changes to 
immigration laws. 

Interestingly (or ironically), the 
Government’s attempts to address 
the chaos caused by its ‘Hostile 
Environment’ – the Windrush 
Compensation Scheme – saw it agree 
to the first annual Windrush Day on 22 
June – the date which commemorates 
the landing of the SS Empire Windrush 
ship at Tilbury Dock in 1948. This 
yearly event celebrates the (ongoing)
contributions that the Windrush 
Generation of Caribbean settlers have 
made to this country. In doing so, it also 
acknowledges the way folks from other 
parts of the world have enriched these 
islands in so many ways. 

One specific way they have done this, 
is via the Church. Successive waves of 

Windrush Sunday
sojourners from the Caribbean, Africa 
and elsewhere have helped to transform 
the fortunes of the Church and the 
spiritual climate in the process. With 
this in mind, organisations such as the 
Reach Society have called on churches 

to celebrate Windrush Sunday, which 
is an opportunity to thank God for the 
ongoing contributions of the Windrush 
generation, but to also encourage what 
some call the Modern Black Community 
(MBC) to talk about their extended 
family’s experiences in Britain, 
especially the changes since 1948, and 
to discuss their hopes for the future.

The Windrush Cope

International artist Terry Duffy worked with photographer and designer 
Mark Howard to produce “The Windrush Cope” (above); a three metre wide 

vestment. The Cope was blessed by Dean of Manchester The Very Revd 
Rogers Govender and was worn by Dean of Westminster The Very Revd 
John Hall at the Westminster Abbey Windrush service on 22 June 2018.

show “unusual kindness” to all people 
whatever their faith, race or social 
circumstance.
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At the very core of our being, each 
and every one of us carries within 
us a longing to belong. A desire to 
be known, accepted and loved just as 
we are; to have a place of safety that 
we can return to when we venture out 
into the world’s unexpected and often 
dangerous journeys. Some of us have 
experienced a deep sense of belonging 
during different seasons of our lives, 
for others we have rarely felt that we 
have truly belonged.

Common Ground is the third in a series 
of exhibitions and creative conversations 
taking place over the next three years 
as part of ‘A Belonging Project’; a 
collaboration between artists and 
theologians using the theme of belonging 
as a way to consider issues related to 
social justice (i.e. diversity, gender, 
poverty, mental health, homelessness, 
refugees and others). The Project aims 
to generate creative responses that can 
be used to grow a city-wide conversation 
around the theme of belonging.

Capturing quiet moments
For over 40 years, photojournalist 
Howard Barlow has worked regularly 
for The Guardian, The Observer, The 
Telegraph, The Sunday Times and The 
Independent. During this time, he has 
photographed many significant events 
in our city’s history including political 
party conferences, the Manchester 
air crash, Strangeways riot, the IRA 
bombing in Manchester and the great 
bands of the seventies - the Ramones, 
Blondie, Iggy Pop. He’s the man who 
shot Kylie Minogue for Hello! magazine 
and has covered assignments as far 
and wide as a photoshoot with Paul 
McCartney to the Pope’s visit. Some of 
these images are included in the photo 
projections in the Lady Chapel, but 
beneath this sensationalist journalistic 
photography, Howard also has a passion 
for capturing the quiet moments, when 
ordinary people are immersed in their 
own thoughts, their own space, perhaps 
almost in exile amidst the activity of 
the everyday. The poet David Waganer 

expresses this beautifully, “that though 
the crow is just itself and the stone 
is just itself and the mountain is just 
itself, and the cloud, and the sky is just 
itself —we are the one part of creation 
that knows what it’s like to live in 
exile, and that the ability to turn your 
face towards home is one of the great 
human endeavours and the great 
human stories.”

Facing towards home
Common Ground displays a selection of 
images that help us to reflect on what it 
means to turn our face towards home. 
Images taken from the back streets of 
Salford, Moss Side and the city centre 
during the 80s help us to reminisce 
about what it means to belong, to our 
city, our family, our community and to 
ourselves. Eight large photo canvases 
hanging from the balcony over the nave 
tell stories of everyday people from 
Greater Manchester and ways of life 
that no longer exist in our changing tech 
city. The Salford rag and bone man, the 
pigeon lady in Piccadilly Gardens, kids 
playing in a skip or a burnt-out car in 
the days before iPads and computer 
games.

On the wooden panelling above the 
choir stalls is an invitation to look more 
intimately at life in the city both present 
and over the past four decades and to 
reflect personally on your memories 
of childhood, your parents lives, the 
everyday things that you have long since 
forgotten that give you a deep sense 
of nostalgia and a reminder of how 
you have belonged in this world. The 
Lady Chapel houses a series of photo 
projections that continue the theme 
and a book for you to write your own 
memories and thoughts of belonging 
or exile. David Wagener goes on to say, 
“It’s interesting to think that no matter 
how far you are from yourself, no 
matter how exiled you feel from your 
contribution to the rest of the world or 
to society — that, as a human being, all 
you have to do is enumerate exactly the 
way you don’t feel at home in the world 
— to say exactly how you don’t belong 
— and the moment you’ve uttered the 
exact dimensionality of your exile, 
you’re already taking the path back to 
the way, back to the place you should 
be. You’re already on your way home.”

But the story of ‘Belonging’ doesn’t 
just end with reminiscence. Over the 
past couple of months, Howard has 
spent time revisiting some of the places 

Longing to Belong
Artist in Residence – Common Ground 
Exhibition / A Belonging Project
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he photographed in the 80s to meet 
the families and communities that 
belong there now and to document 
their stories. On the back and far walls 
of the nave are three current stories, 
one of a visits to the Salford Lads Club, 
established in 1903 as a boy’s club, 
today it now welcomes people of any 
gender and runs activities like boxing 
skills for the local kids. This space 
has been a place of acceptance and 
belonging for many generations of kids, 
although times have changed, the ethos 
of creating a strong community for the 
kids of Salford remains.

Sited on the two far walls and 
dispersed over the choir stalls are 
themes of ‘Family’ and ‘Home’. Howard 
has sensitively documented the stories 
of lives transforming in the back streets 
of Salford through the work of Victory 
Outreach’s Recovery Homes. Lives once 
exiled, sleeping rough on the streets, 
addicted to crack cocaine, heroin and 
alcohol, have found a community 
where they are welcomed, loved and 
accepted, just as they are. During their 
recovery they have found a deep faith 
in God. Broken lives are turned around, 
addictions crushed, hope is given, and 
dreams are made reality.

Howard visited Kevin’s home to meet 
his family. Kevin always longed to be a 
dad, but years of life on the streets was 
harsh until one day he knew he couldn’t 
go on any longer. After discovering a 
sense of belonging to God he got the 
help he needed and now has a beautiful 
family of his own. 

Arts and social justice
A Belonging Project explores the 
role the arts are playing in issues of 
social justice within our cities and 
communities and also how the arts 
enable engagement in theological 
reflection on issues of justice. It 
aims to allow artists who are actively 
engaging in practical justice issues 
to reflect theologically on what they 
are doing and why; to broaden the 
understanding of theologians and the 
Church of how the arts are being used 
to re-imagine mission through listening 
and communicating compassion and 
forgiveness to the most vulnerable. 
This exhibition has been curated Lesley 
Sutton of PassionArt and photographer 
Howard Barlow.

It is hoped that the “Common 
Ground” exhibition could go on tour to 
other cities in the new year, along with it 

A sweet reminder

Two significant initiatives taken 
by the Centre for Theology and 
Justice have got people talking about 
belonging and about how justice is 
practised “Because I long to belong…” 
works in collaboration with Lesley 
Sutton of PassionArt (http://www.
passionart.guide/about-theology-
justice-arts-project/) to create and 
explore conversations on social justice. 
In its initial phase, it is centred on 
Manchester and in later years the model 
of engagement will be used in other 
cities. The arts are an important tool to 
give people a voice, challenge systems 
and to re-imagine our communal life. 
The conversations are drawing in artists 
of many different kinds, theologians, 
church leaders, people with power and 
people who feel powerless.

placed to ask some sharp questions 
about charity and charities. 

The lecture reminded us that charity 
cannot be simply about responding 
to need. It is about “reforming and 
remaking the social structures, far 
and near, that perpetuate the pain 
and sorrow” to which charities try to 
respond. It is “reaffirming that the work 
of designing and building those new 
orders is what we mean by building the 
Kingdom on earth”. 

Noting the strapline of the Centre for 
Theology and Justice, connecting faith 
and action, Michael Taylor challenged 
us to recognise and respond to the many 
disconnections between theology and 
justice as they are understood and as 
they are lived.

The Centre for Theology and Justice is a 
joint initiative of Christian Aid, Church 
Action on Poverty, Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland, and Luther King 
House, Manchester

will be a printed book of people’s photos 
and own reflections on ‘Belonging’ and 
an activity that asks people to reflect on 
how and where they belong.

Other news is that the big neon sign 
now has planning permission and is due 
to go up outside St Ann’s Square in the 
next couple of weeks (one of the main 
squares in the heart of the shopping 
centre) until after Christmas. After this 
it will spend 2020 travelling around the 
city to various locations.

During the Manchester International 
Festival this summer an ‘’eye-catching’’ 
neon sign on the side of St Ann’s church 
in the centre of Manchester proclaimed 
“I long to belong  …”. A dedicated website 
and social media channels encourage 
people to express their own feelings about 
belonging or not belonging. The results 
will feed into our conversations and 
reflections. The project uses the existing 
cultural resources of the region as well as 
creating new work to inspire theological 
reflection around social justice. A series of 
worksheets have been developed around 
the theme to help individuals and groups 
reflect together on belonging.

The David Goodbourn Lecture 
2019 was entitled “Sweet Charity”. As 
a former director of Christian Aid and 
a theologian, Michael Taylor was well 

Revd Dr Simon Oxley, Facilitator at the Centre for 
Theology and Justice, reminds us that charity must 
be about more than simply responding to need

Find out more at 
abelongingproject.co.uk

Find out more at 
theologyjustice.org/sweet-charity-
david-goodbourn-lecture-2019 
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Who are we?
We are an official network of Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) 
which has been in existence since 1972. 
It was previously called The Consultative 
Group on Ministry among Children 
(CGMC). It exists to be a vibrant and 
passionate body bringing together all 
those with national responsibility for 
ministry with children in denominations, 
para churches, Christian agencies 
and organisations who are involved 
in strategic delivery, training and 
development and resourcing of Ministry 
with and amongst children and families. 
Our Aims are:
• Acting as advocates for children in 

churches
• To evaluate and promote good 

resources for those who are involved 
in Children’s Ministry

• To develop training material for 
those involved in children’s ministry 
and resource and equip our members

• To learn about issues affecting children
• Hearing the voice of children

What do we do?
As a network we have published and 
developed resources to support the 
growth and development of ministry 
with and amongst children; including 
‘The We Are Family’ research report 
exploring the way churches work with 
families. The report explores the way 
churches minister to and support 
families, identifying the kinds of 
families involved and how they engage 
in church life.

We are currently working on an 
ecumenical redevelopment of Core 
Skills Training material for children, 
youth, family and intergenerational 
ministry that will incorporate a virtual 
learning platform hosted by Cliff College 
Derbyshire and published resources 
produced in partnership with BRF 
(Bible Reading Fellowship).  

A snap shot and flavour of the focus 
and vision of some of our member’s 
ministry:
The Boys’ Brigade’s vision is that 
children and young people experience 
“life to the full” (John 10:10). Our 
strapline Faith in Young People 
expresses our belief in young people, 
in their skills, abilities and their voice, 
and our commitment to sharing and 
exploring the Christian faith. We 

believe that empowering children and 
young people is important. Our current 
strateguc review took seriously the 
views of our children and young people 
in shaping the future direction of the 
organisation.

The Irish Methodist Youth and 
Children’s Department (IMYC) exists 
to love and serve children and young 
people and those who lead them, seeking 
to help them take their place in God’s 
mission through the local, connexional 
and world church. The area of disability 
inclusion is something the children’s 
team is currently looking at and hopes 
to see its vision being fulfilled through 
the implementation of an ‘inclusion 
advocate’ in every local church across 
Ireland.

The Methodist Church seeks to 
equip and resource ministry with and 
alongside children, young people, 
families and young adults, to respond 
to the gospel of God’s love in Christ and 
live out their discipleship in worship 
and mission. Our Children and Youth 
Assembly 3Generate speaks out and into 
the church enabling children and young 
people to raise, discuss, and challenge 
the church to take action on issues that 
are important to them.

The Church of Scotland are 
very focused on supporting and 
strengthening local congregations in 
their ministry with children and young 
people. We are currently specifically 
encouraging congregations to explore 
their vision for children and young 
people through a resource that helps 
them to reflect on how they might shape 
church life around eight ‘Aspirations 
for Ministry with Children and Young 
People’. 

Bible Reading Fellowship supports 
and resources children’s, family and 
intergenerational ministry through its 
Children and Family, Messy Church 
and Parenting for Faith programmes.  
It seeks to connect with people at all 
ages and stages of faith and to provide 
the necessary material to support those 
working in their local setting.  

Children Matter are a group of 
practitioners working together to a 
common aim. Our current project 
is ‘Faithful Generation’ which looks 
at lifelong resilient faith formation 

‘Being part of the CMN is hugely 
beneficial, there is mutual support 
and encouragement across the 
denominations and agencies involved. 
We share a similar heart for children.’

The Children’s  
Ministry Network
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in every sphere of life (Found at 
faithfullgeneration.com). Our sister 
organisation is the Additional Needs 
Alliance. This exists as a safe place for 
families who have children or young 
people with additional needs and 
disabilities, also supporting those who 
parent in resilient faith formation for 
their families.

The Moravian Church is currently 
gearing up for its first forum for young 
people and young adults giving them a 
voice into the wider church and giving 
them inspiration to serve the church in 
a variety of ways. The Youth Committee 
are very excited by this and have high 
hopes that we will see younger people as 
synod deputies, congregation committee 
members, leaders in worship and 
generally taking the lead in all areas of 
the church. 

The Quakers aims for children and 
young people are:
• the spirituality and theology of children 

and young people is nourished. 
• children and young people are 

an accepted part of Quaker 
communities, where they participate 
and are integrated. 

• children and young people’s attitudes 
and actions stemming from Quaker 
faith, practice and discipline are 
nurtured.

• Quaker meetings develop new 
attitudes and approaches to children 
and young people’s integration and 
participation. 

• new opportunities are developed for 
children and young people in local 
communities.

ROOTS for Churches is an 
ecumenical partnership that publishes 
resources to inspire worship and 
learning with children, young 
people, families, adults and when 
everyone is together. We work 
closely with practitioners from across 
denominations and contexts to produce 
fresh new material for every week of the 
year. The resources are used on Sundays 
and throughout the week by leaders 
in formal and informal services and 

sessions to help people explore the Bible 
and make connections with their lives.  

Salvation army’s  three ministry 
objectives are Discipleship and 
Leadership through a lens of Mission.
1. Mission: Equipping and inspiring 

youth and children’s leaders to 
engage with young people, and the 
issues which affect them in their 
community.

2. Discipleship: Equipping and 
inspiring young people to become 
passionate followers of Jesus Christ.

3. Leadership: Equipping and 
empowering youth and children’s 
leaders of all ages to enhance their 
communities and our world. 

Through all that we do we want to reach 
out and help to form faith with young 
people on the margins of our churches 
and communities.

The United Free Church of 
Scotland has agreed four key priorities 
for its mission and ministry with 
children and young people. 
• Praying  

We also desire to have prayer with 
children and young people that is 
creative, engaging and interactive

• Innovating  
A willingness to innovate and change 
our approach to enable us to respond 
to the leading of God.

• Enjoying  
Young people need to enjoy their 
experience of church; fun is a key 
ingredient. Being interactive and 
creative in our work is crucial.  

• Disciple-making  
We focus ourselves on the biblical 
imperative of helping children and 
young people follow Christ.  

Church of Ireland diocesan 
representatives met recently in Dublin 
to discuss future plans for children’s 
ministry in Ireland. Members launched 
the new ‘Make Yourself at Home 
Pack’, designed to support parishes in 
reviewing their children’s ministry and 
helping them to form a vision for work 
among children. 

In Northern Ireland two dioceses 
have been working together to deliver 
a Makaton training programme for 
leaders and volunteers. This has been a 
great success and we hope to expand it 
across the Church of Ireland.

The United Reformed Church is 
working to foster an intergeneration 
ethos. Our goal is children and young 
people playing their part in the 
mission of God. We are applying the 
denomination-wide focus on whole 
life discipleship through deepening 
discipleship in Messy Church; 
developing a new children’s and 
families programme ‘Friends On Faith 
Adventures’; enriching Grandparent 
and Godparent relationships; and 
encouraging churches to ‘seek, pray 
and serve’ through reflection on where 
children are in the life of the church and 
her members.

Roman Catholic Church: The 
key focus of the team is rooted in the 
principle of family (of every shape and 
size) being the vital cell of society. Our 
approach is support, resource and 
nourishment for local parish-based 
ministry as ‘companions’ on a journey 
with families, seeking God together with 
them in mutually enriching encounters.

We have specific projects on the 
calling to marriage and family life and 
preparation for lifelong relationships; 
the sacred ground of home and 
parenting in faith; pastoral/spiritual 
care of adults and children in the 
aftermath of relationship breakdown or 
any form of abuse. 

“Being a part of CMN is vital in having 
support and new ideas in developing 
leaders and volunteers in the ministry 
among children”

‘We greatly appreciate the work of 
CMN in bringing the energy of all 
denominations together. It provides a 
safe ‘growing space’ for us!’
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UK Bossey 
Network
An invaluable forum for ecumenical, 
educational and environmental issues, 
writes Canon Roger Spiller, network Chair

The UK Bossey Network is made 
up of friends and alumni of the 
Ecumenical Institute, named 
after its location at Bossey, 20 
kilometres from Geneva, which has 
been an ecumenical laboratory and 
conference centre for 70 years.  

Origins
The network began as a response to 
a request by the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) to form a British 
group to support, promote and raise 
funds for Bossey. Initiated by the Revd 
Michael Davis, former Moderator of the 
URC and a Vice President of the World 
Council of Churches, a ‘Friends of 
Bossey’ Council was established in 1998 
and an annual meeting has been held 
every year since.  

Purpose
The aims of the network as stated 
in the constitution are: ‘to support 
the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey 
through prayer, publicity, recruitment 
and fund raising and to encourage 
interest in the world-wide ecumenical 
movement, including the World Council 
of Churches’.  

As well as an open forum for monitoring 
ecumenical developments in Britain, 
the network organises seminars from 
time to time on topical issues. As for 
fundraising, although its scope has 
declined in recent years, it has raised 
some £45,000 for Bossey.  

Unforgettable experiences
The network organises visits to Bossey 
for ecumenical officers, theological 
educators and others on an occasional 

basis. In the last few years it has been 
my privilege to lead visits for up to 
18 UK ordinands every other year. 
This takes place in the autumn so that 
ordinands can engage with the students 
participating in the first semester 
who between them represent about 
20 nationalities and 12 confessions, 
notably the Orthodox from Eastern 
European countries and others from 
East Asia and Africa.

The short visit, inside of a week, 
is designed to ensure that the Bossey 
experience is available to as many 
potential church leaders as possible. 
Our ordinands and trainee ministers 
meet Bossey students informally, for 
formal dialogue and in sharing worship 
and auditing parts of the Semester 
programme. We visit the WCC in 
Geneva, where our ordinands discover 
new developments taking place in world 
ecumenism as well as the breadth of 
crucial global issues in which the WCC 
is involved. There are seminars geared 
to the needs of our ordinands, led for us 
by members of the international Bossey 
faculty, as well as space for ordinands 
to relax and to reflect on their own 
ecumenical identity and how it may 
shape their ministry in the future. 

We cannot expect to replicate the 
life-transforming experience that those 
privileged to participate in a full Bossey 
semester invariably discover, but the 
feedback from five previous visits 
has shown that it offers a unique and 
unforgettable experience of ecumenical 
formation that contributes to their own 
preparation for ministry in a global, 
multicultural and ecumenical context. 

The hope was that these visits 
would be ecumenical, and this was 
partly realised on the first two visits; 
but despite considerable efforts, we 
have not succeeded in bringing other 
traditions regularly on board. Currently 

only Anglican ordinands participate 
and although they present a diverse 
ecumenical experience in itself, coming 
from 12 or more colleges/courses, 
we would prefer people from other 
traditions to join us. 

Meeting the network
The UK Bossey Network meets once 
each year to share experiences of local 
ecumenical events, to host speakers and 
seminars of immediate interest and to 
keep informed about wider WCC and 
other broadly ecumenical, educational 
and environmental issues. The network 
receives notification, reports and 
minutes of our annual meeting, as well 
as the option of the Bossey Newsletter 
by email. The membership includes 
a number of younger people, some of 
whom have previously joined a party to 
Bossey, as well as other past and present 
leading participants in the ecumenical 
movement.

The network also occasionally 
arranges seminars or conferences on 
ecumenically related issues of wider 
interest. A few years ago, and to mark 
the 70th anniversary of Bossey, a large 
event was held at Lambeth Palace, 
that drew together church leaders, 
theological educators, theologians and 
other friends of Bossey.  

Keeping in touch
The UK Bossey Network is ‘located’ 
within Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland (CTBI). News of the events of the 
UK Bossey Network can be found via the 
CTBI website. If you want to know the 
date of the next meeting of the network, 
or wish to join the mailing list, please 
contact ukbosseynetwork@ctbi.org.uk.

Find out more at 
www.ctbi.org.uk/bossey 
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Meet the team
Bob Fyffe: 
General 
Secretary
Bob has been 
General Secretary 
of CTBI since 
2006 overseeing 
programmes carried out 
by staff. Bob works closely with the 
General Secretaries of the four National 
Instruments and facilitates meetings of 
the General Secretaries of the member 
churches as well as representing CTBI 
on various charitable boards and bodies. 
Bob’s particular interest in spiritualty 
informs CTBI’s work on the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, Lenten 
studies and dementia. Bob lives in 
Dunbar, Scotland.

Peter Colwell:
Deputy General 
Secretary 
Peter is responsible 
for inter-religious 
work, faith and 
order and ecumenical 
resources such as Lent 
and the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. He is secretary to the Inter Faith 
Theology Advisory, the Churches’ 
Forum for Inter-Religious Relations 
and the Faith and Order Network. 
He also is a member of the Mission 
Theology Advisory Group. Peter has a 
particular interest in Jewish-Christian 
and Christian-Muslim relations. He is a 
minister of the United Reformed Church 
and lives in London with his family.

Richard Reddie
Director of 
Justice and 
Inclusion 
Richard 
coordinates CTBI’s 
work on asylum, 
refugees and immigration, 
and racial justice. He liaises with 
churches and para-church organisations 
on serious youth violence and the 
Church of Sanctuary programme with 
Revd Dr Inderjit Bhogal. He coordinates 
the CTBI’s activities with the Centre 
for Theology and Justice. Richard is 
married with a son and worships at St 
James CofE, West Streatham.

Romina Infantino:
Communications 
Romina manages 
the internal 
and external 
communications 
of CTBI, delivering 
monthly newsletters, CTBI 
Updates and social media campaigns. 
Romina also provides project support 
for other staff members including 
Churches’ Refugee Network, Churches 
Standing Together and the China 
Forum. Romina lives in London with 
her husband and three children and 
attends her local Catholic Church. 

Dave Chadwick:
Web  
Development 
Manager
Dave manages 
the CTBI and 
associated websites 
and creates some of the 
smaller sites himself using Wordpress. 
He also promotes the programmes 
of CTBI and the churches via social 
media, and designs some of CTBI’s 
resources such as for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity.

Karen O’Connor:
Archivist 
& Records 
Manager
Karen’s work 
involves managing 
the organisation’s 
historic archives at 
various locations in London, facilitating 
access to the archives and responding 
to queries and requests, digitising 
modern paper records in-house, and 
managing financial and administrative 
records transfers. Originally from Co. 
Wexford in Ireland, Karen now lives 
in Canterbury, and is also the archivist 
for the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales.

Find out more at 
https://ctbi.org.uk/who-we-are/

Christine Elliott:
Director of 
International 
Programmes 
Christine is 
responsible for 
CTBI’s work with 
partners internationally. 
She brings mission boards and agencies 
together to work ecumenically for 
greatest effect, especially in China and 
Sri Lanka, where CTBI projects support 
social cohesion between faith and 
ethnic groups in a post-conflict area. 
She also works closely with the WCC 
Commission on International Affairs on 
Peace projects including Korea and the 
Middle East. Christine is a Methodist 
and worships at Wesley’s Chapel 
London with her husband.

Paul Clelland:
Finance Officer
Paul oversees 
all aspects 
of budgeting 
and financial 
management of the 
charity. He is a member 
of the Church of Scotland and lives in 
Glasgow with his family.  

Michael McClure:
Company 
Secretary 
and Business 
Manager 
Michael joined 
CTBI in November. 
Working closing with 
the Finance team he will oversee the 
running of the office. Originally from the 
North East, Michael has recently moved 
to London. 

Abigail Burrows: 
Finance and 
Administration 
Officer
Abigail is 
responsible for day-
to-day accounting 
and finance alongside 
conference planning and general 
administration. Abigail belongs to a 
New Ground church in London, where 
she lives with her family.
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