
CTBI UPDATE - MTAG 

        95 Missional Theses! #webelieve  
Following Martin Luther and his famous 95 theses, MTAG has produced 95 missional theses for 
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation on 31st October 2017. Ours are based around the five 
marks of mission.  Each takes the form of a positive statement: ‘We believe in a Church that..’  
They will be tweeted, one a day in a randomised order, from @95missiontheses from 28th July. 
We want to start LOTS of conversations about the sort of Church we believe in and want to see.  
You don’t have to stick with ours; you can join the discussions or make up some theses of your 
own. We want to hear about those, too! 

On 31st October, we’re hoping the complete set of missional theses will be posted in all kinds of 
places from real cathedral doors to virtual ones. This is a great chance to get people together to 
ask what a 21st century missional Church could be like. A Church that isn’t ashamed to proclaim 

Jesus Christ? A Church that cares about the environment?  A Church that really, seriously, engages in social justice? 
After 31st October MTAG will provide more study resources to enable churches and groups to dig deeper into what the 
theses are saying. It’s going to be exciting, but challenging! So, tell MTAG’s convener, Anne Richards, about your 
favourites by emailing anne.richards@churchofengland.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Social Liturgy’ 

A big part of all MTAG’s meetings is the 

time we spend together in prayer and 

reflection, which always starts all kinds of 

interesting conversations going. Recently, 

Professor John Drane gave a reflection on 

the spirituality of #onelovemanchester, 

following the terrorist attack at the Ariana 

Grande concert. You can see a video 

recording of that reflection here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PD2c-

2FMGqQ 

 

 

 

 

Busy MTAG members! 

 

 

An important part of being MTAG is to 

support and develop the amazing 

mission work our members are already 

doing. In January and February, we were 

delighted to support our very own Jo 

Penberthy as she was consecrated and 

enthroned as Bishop of St David’s in 

Wales! 

Ely Science Festival 

Another particular highlight in May and June was the Ely 

Science Festival, organised by our very own Vicky Johnson. It 

was an amazing feast of faith and science with talks, 

exhibitions, activities and even featured a dalek-sidesperson! 
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SOCIAL SHARE 

Keep up-to-date with CTBI and MTAG news: 

 twitter.com/95missiontheses   info@ctbi.org.uk   

 facebook.com/missiontheologyadvisorygroup 

  www.ctbi.org.uk     

www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/mission/mission-theology 

Brexit 

What does it feel like to say ‘I do NOT love my 

neighbour’?  That’s one of the things that came out of 

our Brexit research after the vote last year.  

MTAG now has a new set of resources in its Social 

Engagement and Evangelism range (SEE) which addresses 

startling issues like this.  Read more 

The resources specific to Brexit are called: ‘Starting a 

Conversation’; ‘Speaking and Listening Truth’; ‘Working 

against Racism’; ‘Remembrance’; and ‘Being “Nice”'. 

We’ve already had a lot of interesting responses from 

people using the themes, stories, bible studies and 

activities and adapting them to their own issues and 

situations.  

Find all these and our other SEE resources at 

www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/mission/mission-

theology  

 

 

Visible Discipleship 

MTAG has been working with the Social Responsibility 

Network (SRN) on the relationship between mission and 

social action and you can see the fruit of that partnership 

in the report Visible Discipleship (URL: 

https://srnet.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2017/02/Visible-Discipleship-SRN.pdf)  

With a foreword from MTAG’s Bishop Michael Ipgrave, 

the report challenges us to think about the mission of the 

church for the common good and features MTAG’s five 

themes for a new theology of evangelism.  With recent 

events, like the Grenfell tower fire and the terrorist 

attacks, the place of the Church helping others and 

holding hope for traumatised communities, has never 

been more important.  Read the report 

 

The Mission Theology Advisory Group (MTAG) undertakes research and projects in the area of mission theology and 

mission practice.  It is a partnership between the Church of England's Mission and Public Affairs Division and Churches 

Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI).  MTAG's membership reflects its ecumenical nature and brings together people 

from Wales, Scotland, Ireland and England. 

 

MTAG creates links with other groups and agencies involved in this field, especially in the areas of Gospel in relation to 

culture. 

❖ You can read reflections from MTAG members on the blog Moving Spirit. 

❖ The point of contact for MTAG is Dr Anne Richards contactable on anne.richards@churchofengland.org  

 

For more information on MTAG visit the CTBI website 
 

MTAG Resources - available on the CTBI 

website 

❖ Mission and migrants – theological reflection 

❖ Resource: exploring human trafficking 

❖ Dispossession Project 

❖ Apology – Christian reflections 

❖ Foundations for Mission 

❖ Foundations for Mission – Research Results 

❖ Spiritual Journeys 
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