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 It is a privilege for me to speak for Faith in Europe, a Body in Association with Churches Together 

in Britain and Ireland.  The Churches have much to gain from and to offer to the European 

Movement; and, though few have committed themselves publicly as yet, (the Vatican and the 

Quakers have) many Bishops and others have spoken out strongly in favour of staying in.  After all, 

the origins of modern Europe lie mainly in Christendom; and major attempts in the twentieth century 

to replace Christianity as the spiritual guide of Europe, either by neo-paganism in its Fascist form or 

by atheism in its Marxist-Leninist form, have failed.  All the founders of the EEC were committed 

churchmen, Schumann, Monnet, Spaak, de Gasperri, Adenauer and Jacques Delors, who pleaded 

constantly for ‘a soul for Europe’; and Christianity has a coherent belief in multiple identities, going 

back to St Paul, who, though proud of his Jewishness, his Greek home town and his Roman 

citizenship, also claimed that ‘we are citizens of heaven’ (Phil. 3, 20).  The implications for 

contemporary anxieties about identity are clear.  No one is being asked to exchange their British 

identity for a European one.  We may, however, rightly retain not an alternative but an additional 

identity as Europeans, like Douglas Hurd putting on a Loden overcoat over a Savile Row suit. 

 

This attitude can be traced back to the Venerable Bede (673-735), who was equally responsible for 

the development of English national self-consciousness and for the insistence that our destiny was 

continental rather than insular.  But, if the English were to receive the blessings of belonging to a 

wider world, they would need, for example, to adopt a common date for Easter, which was the 

equivalent then of accepting directives from Brussels now.  He lived to see the contribution paid (or 

rather repaid) to Europe by missionaries and scholars like Alcuin and Boniface.  This two-way traffic 

of influence and enrichment, art and science, values and insights, accompanies trade and is no less 

important; in fact, it is more important.  That is why the European churches said together in the 

Charta Ecumenica (Easter 2001), ‘The Churches support an integration of the European continent.  

Without common values, unity cannot endure.  We are convinced that the spiritual heritage of 

Christianity contributes an empowering source of inspiration and enrichment …we work towards a 

humane, socially conscious Europe, in which human rights and the basic values of peace, freedom, 

tolerance, participation and solidarity prevail.’   

 

One thing which the churches already contribute through their engagement in the European 

institution is the note of universalism.  The Charta Ecumenica continues, ‘At the same time we must 

avoid Eurocentricity and heighten Europe’s sense of responsibility for the whole of humanity, 

particularly for the poor all over the world.’  Many in the Churches believe that Britain, which retains 



special links with America and with the Commonwealth, is well placed both to benefit from a whole-

hearted commitment to the European project and also to contribute to the development of its vision 

and values.  

 

A final offer.  There are churches and chapels all over Britain.  Please use them for meetings and 

rallies and for civilised debate of these great issues, as the Church of Scotland did for their 

referendum. 
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