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The Salvation Army guide to the European Union Referendum 

What is it all about? 

As a result of the Conservative victory in the 2015 General Election, the referendum on the 
UK’s membership of the European Union which they promised in their election manifesto 
will now take place. David Cameron has negotiated a set of reforms with the EU which were 
announced in February 2016, but he has now put it to the UK people to decide on the UK’s 
future. This will be the first time that the public has voted on the UK’s membership of the 
EU since 1975. The EU has changed in many ways since then - not least in that it used to be 
called the European Economic Community - which is why many believe that this referendum 
is necessary. 

When is it? 

Thursday 23rd June 2016 

What do you need to do? 

Register to vote: if you are a British, Irish or Commonwealth citizen over 18 who is resident 
in the UK, or a UK national living abroad who has been on the electoral register in the UK in 
the past 15 years, you will be eligible to vote. However, you still need to be registered. The 
way you register to vote has changed, meaning that it is done by the individual, not by the 
household as previously. If you are uncertain whether you are registered, you can contact 
your Electoral Registration Officer. Their details can be found by entering your postcode at 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk. You have up until 5pm on Tuesday 7 June to register. Note this is 
the deadline for the EU Referendum only.   

If you need to register to vote go to this link - https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. Once 
you are registered, you will receive a polling card in the post which will give you details of 
when and where you can vote. If you have opted for a postal vote, this will contain the 
information you need to fill it in and the deadline for returning it. 

Voting 

You can vote on polling day, by post or through an arranged ‘proxy’. For more information 
on how to vote please go to this link - http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/upcoming-elections-
and-referendums/eu-referendum 

The question you will be presented with is as follows: 



Should the United Kingdom remain a member of the European Union or leave the European 

Union? 

 

 

How do you engage? 

1  Pray 

2  Read widely and understand the issues.  

3 Join a campaign? (You would do so as an individual, not as a Salvation Army member) 

4 Host or attend a hustings 

5 Vote! 

Organising or Participating in a Hustings 

You may well have been involved with other churches or corps in planning ‘hustings’ 
meetings at General Elections. These are meetings where the local community can hear the 
views of the different campaigns and ask them questions about their policies and priorities. 
The meetings convened by the church can provide a neutral forum for meaningful debate. 

If you are planning to hold a hustings for the EU referendum here are some simple steps you 
should consider taking. 

x You can start planning an event now as the date has been set 
x The best approach is to organise a local hustings on an ecumenical basis. Start 

forming a planning group now with the local churches in your area 
x In General Elections hustings meetings tend to be held on Sunday evenings, but this 

is not always the case.  
x Given that the event is likely to be held in a church building make it clear that the 

meeting is open to all people not those attached to a church 
x Select a respected and impartial person to chair the meeting. This might be a church 

leader or local community figure. The chair should not be identified with a political 
party and/or one of the ‘Leave’ or ‘Remain’ campaigns. He or she should have 
experience in chairing such meetings as emotions may run high! All views need to be 
allowed to be expressed. 

x Ensure the chair is well briefed and supported in advance of the meeting 
x Make sure your event is politically balanced, reflects fair and equal representation of 

both sides of the debate and conforms within electoral law. For more information on 
this point please see page nine of the Electoral Commission guidance ‘Spending for 

EU Referendum Campaigns’ - 



http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/194586/Spen
ding-for-EU-referendum-campaigners.pdf 
 

x To invite speakers for the hustings please contact one of the main campaign groups 
from the ‘Leave’ or ‘Remain’ camps. Details are listed in the section ‘Link to both 
campaigns’. Your Local Authority may also know of any local contacts 

x Invite the representatives, giving details of the event and the confirmed speakers.  
x Ensure the meeting is well publicised eg ask churches to put up posters, advertise 

the hustings in their weekly newsletters, place the details in local venues ie GP’s 
surgeries and libraries, ensure the local media are in the loop, let the speakers know 
how it is being publicised and issue a press release in advance of the meeting. Ensure 
all communications are clear that this is a hustings and not a campaign event. Make 
sure social media is utilised 

x Inform the local Police of the hustings 
x When it comes to the meeting you should have a practical checklist to ensure the 

event goes as smoothly as possible. Consider the following: 
 

o How long should the meeting last? 
o Is the venue suitable? Does it have good sound and suitable disabled access? 
o What should the format be? 
o How long can each campaign speak for? 
o How many questions will be allowed? The chair should decide this and 

perhaps ensure a broad selection is available 
o Do you want to provide refreshments? 

For more details please see the following guides and do contact the Public Affairs Unit if you 
have any questions; do let us know about your events. 

Link to both campaigns 

Britain Stronger In: http://www.strongerin.co.uk/ 

Vote Leave, Take Control: http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/ 

Grassroots Out (GO): http://grassrootsout.co.uk/ 

Leave.EU: http://leave.eu/  

Further Reading 

Reimagining Europe (http://www.reimaginingeurope.co.uk/): a website run by the Church 
of England and the Church of Scotland to help Christians to engage with the debate and 
‘disagree well’. It contains blog posts and resources from both sides of the debate and a 
range of different perspectives. 



‘A Soul for the Union’ – a report by Ben Ryan for Theos Think Tank, looking at the EU from a 
Christian perspective. (http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/publications/2016/01/21/a-soul-
for-the-union)  

‘Christians for Britain’ (http://www.christiansforbritain.org/ & https://twitter.com/Xtians4Britain) 
– a campaign aimed at encouraging Christians to vote to leave, chaired by Adrian Hilton and 
Giles Fraser. 

‘Christians for EU’ (https://twitter.com/Xians4EU) – a campaigned aimed at encouraging 
Christians to vote to Remain, launched by Michael Sadgrove.  

‘The EU Referendum : how should we decide? - https://www.fulcrum-
anglican.org.uk/articles/the-eu-referendum-how-should-we-decide/ - article by Andrew 
Goddard on Fulcrum website 

Christians in Politics have a useful link on their website which includes resources and a quiz! 
http://www.christiansinpolitics.org.uk/eufocus/ 

 The Full Fact website provides impartial information on the nature of the European Union –
https://fullfact.org/europe/ 

 

 

 

 


